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SPEECH OF MR. HANNEGAN, 
OF INDIANA, 


In THE House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 30, 1834, 4 
On the resolution of Mr. CutiTon, to appoint a | 

Select Committee to inquire into the expedi- 

ency of so extending the general pension law as | 

to embrace within its provisions those persons | 
who were engaged in the Indian wars down to 
the year 1794, and the amendment of it by Mr. 

Boutpim, to appoint a committee to inquire | 

into the moral effects of the pension system upon | 

the community, and how far it ought to be abol- | 
ished or repealed. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he did not wish to in- 
trude upon the time of the House; but the present 

uestion was one in which he felt a more than or- | 
disary anxiety, arising not alone from the fact that | 
some few of those who would be benefitted by the | 
resolution under consideration were his immediate | 
constituents; but he had a higherinterest, an inter- | 
estspringing from another and a broader source—a | 
wish to see some slight public recognition, some | 
token of national gratitude to those who in youth | 
and vigorous manhood had devoted themselves 
exclusively to the service of the country. 

In the fulfillment of this obligation, he was not, 
like the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pinceney,] deterred by constitutional scruples. 
Those who framed the Constitution, it would seem, 
had not such scruples, for the pension system was 
established at least as far back as 1789, and he 
(Mr. H.) was willing to take for his text on all con- 
stitutional questions, the acts and the opinions of | 
jhose who framed theinstrument. It would seem, 
too, that South Carolina herself did not formerly | 
regard it as unconstitutional, for by a reference to 
the journals it will be found that in the year 1804 | 
her pensioners were placed upon the roll of the 
United States, without any apparent objection on 
her part. : rpm 

It was not, however, to argue the constitution- 
ality of the matter that he had risen. His main 
object was, by a brief review of the history of the 
times, to show that thé honorable gentleman from 
Rhode Island (Mr. Burces] had, he would not 
say wilfully, misrepresented, but that he must have 
forgotten the real facts, when he spoke of these 
wars as ‘‘ mere petty feuds, predatory excursions, 
waged by way of retaliation for purposes of rob- 
bery and plunder.”” He (Mr. H.) estimated the 
years, the character, and the standing of that gen- 
tleman too highly to suppose for a moment that he 
would wilfully and unjustly defame the acts, and 
the reputation of any, far less those of the time- 
worn soldier and patriot, who in defence of his 
country had stained her soil with his blood. Un- 
willing to believe such things of that honorable 
gentleman, he was-bound to presume that he had 
forgotten. The version given to the House by the 
honorable member would be found to be widely 
different from what he (Mr. H.) had learned alike 
from history and tradition. 

Of tradition, however, he would not speak, but 
refer alone to history to sustain his remarks. 

The honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Denwy,] both the honorable members from 

ennessee, [ Messrs. Dickinson and eee had 
stated to the House the atrocious character of this 
war on the part of the sa throughout the 
ee struggle. At that period it had raged 
in the most horrid manner, and if the honorable 
gentleman from Rhode Island was still not satisfied 
of the fact, he would refer him for confirmation of 
the fact, and also for the character of the war, to 
Marshall’s Life of Washington, representing in 
the year 1778, that whilst various ‘*‘ diplomatic 
concerns employed the American Cabinet, and 
whilst the war seemed to languish on the Atlantic, 
it raged to the West in its most savage form.’’ 
Would this appear to speak simply of some petty 
feud? He thought not. 

But, said Mr. H.,as the honorable gentleman 
from Rhode Island has disavowed all knowledge 
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of the existence of such a war as had been spoken | 
of by the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, | 


GTON, 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


ee ee No. 10. 


September, 1791, a report from the Secretary of 


ar, to which he had before alluded, would be 


[Mr. Dickinson,] he would ask the honorable gen- || found to contain, amongst many other statements, 
tleman from Rhode Island if there could be found || a representation that a ‘‘strong coercive force” 


any general treaty of peace, or suspension of the | 
struggle with hostile Indians at the conclusion of | 
the struggle with Great Britain? That gentleman | 
could not. Upon the contrary, although various | 
treaties had been occasionally formed with separate | 
tribes at Fort Stanwix, Fort Mcintosh, at Hope- | 
well on the Keowee, and at the mouth of the Great | 
Miami of the Ohio, they had proved entirely inef- | 
fectual. In pursuance of all these, however, a new | 
treaty had been made at Fort Harmar in the year 
1789, with numerous tribes, and almost the same 
stipulations adopted that had been agreed upon at | 
the four places just named. 

At this last treaty, (said Mr. H.,) the Wabash 
and Miami Indians, though specially urged, had re- | 
fused to attend. They were bent upon war alone. 

But, sir, to show how far this last treaty accom- 
plished its object, it is only necessary to refer toa 
communication made to Congress by General | 
Washington, in the year 1790, in which he in- | 
formed that body that he had been compelled to 
call out the militia in the western country in aid of | 
the regular troops against the increasing depreda- | 
tions of the savage enemy. This force was com- | 
posed of one thousand men from Virginia and | 
Kentucky, and five hundred from four counties in 


Sir, (said Mr. H.,) the pay could not have been 
the object with these men. What was it? Con- | 
trast it with the pay that has been given in later | 
times. It was $22 per month to a lieutenant, $5 | 
per month to asergeant, $3 per month toa private. | 
And they were to receive this only in time of ac- 
tual service, when required by imminent peril. | 
Mr. H. said he believed he used the very words 
of the instructions given to the commanding gene- | 
ral. The documents were within the reach of the 
House, showing that up to the period just men- | 
tioned, savage outrages had increased with even | 
greater violence, and the whole frontier was stained | 
with a repetition of the most shocking barbarities. 

Shortly after these men were raised, the melan- 
choly campaigns of Harmar and St. Clair followed 
in quick succession. They surely did not head 
mere predatory bands; they were each followed | 
by a strong and organized force, at the direction | 
and under the auspices of the Government. The | 
bare recollection of the names of those who fell on | 
these fields, would certainly destroy any impres- | 
sion as to the character of the war that might have 
been produced on a portion of the House by the | 
remarks of the honorable gentleman from Rhode 
Island. For years after their loss had been de- 
ge asa public calamity all over the Union. 

he Father of his Country, on receiving the news | 
of St. Clair’s defeat, was represented to have shed | 
tears; bitter and scalding they must have been, 
for numbered with the dead was many a revolu- 
tionary comrade. 

Sir, (said Mr. H.,) I concur with the honorable | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Denny] in his 
remarks upon the conduct of General Arthur St. | 
Clair. Injustice has been done his memory, not- | 
withstanding a complete vindication at the hands 
of those who best knew, and whose province it 
was to judge of the facts. He was sorry that the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Har- 
pin] had, in the course of his remarks on a former 
day, joined in the censure of that man whom he | 
considered amongst the most meritorious this | 
country had ever produced. His disasters in that | 
campaign were caused entirely by circumstances | 
beyond control. Their introduction, however, at | 
this time, he (Mr. H.) considered as unnecessary, | 
perhaps unbecoming the present discussion. He 
hoped, however, that history would finally do jus- | 
tice to the memory ofthis gallant soldierand accom- | 

lished gentleman ,whose name stood so intimately | 
blended with some of our proudest national socal 
lections. 











But (said Mr. 1.) to return to the subject. In | 











| whom he was to act. 





would be required to carry into effect the object 
then contemplated by the campaign. And the 
same report clearly explained the principles of 
justice and of policy which dictated a most vigor- 
ous prosecution of this war. 

It was not for success against the Indians alone 
that we were contending. Would the honorable 
gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. Burces,]} or 
any other gentleman on that floor, hazard an as- 
sertion to the contrary? They could not; for an 
object which all must admit to have been of the 
highest importance was still further to be attained. 
it was the possession and subjugation of the Brit- 
ish posts on Lake Michigan, and of Niagara and 
Detroit, withheld from us contrary to the treat 
with Great Britain. From these posts the hostile 
Indians were constantly furnished with arms and 
munitions, and excited to continue their career of 
indiscriminate butchery and massacre to such an 
extent that the frontiers were made desolate from 
Georgia to Canada. 

From this state of things the country had been 
redeemed by the successful engagement of General 
Anthony Wayne, with the combined Indian force 
and a large auxiliary body of Canadian volun- 
teers, on the 20th of August, 1794. Yes, a body 
of Canadian volunteers, drawn from around the 
British post of Detroit, and encouraged by Colonel 
McKee, the British agent at that place, together 
with Captain Elliott, and others of the British 
army, who were actually in view amongst the In- 
dians at the commencement of the engagement, 
which was fought within sight of a British post 
and garrison. 

But, said Mr. H., still farther to show how little 
this war deserves the unkind description given of 
it by the honorable gentleman from hhode Island, 
(Mr. Burges,] let any gentleman look at the re- 
port of General Wayne shortly after taking com- 
mand of the Army, then composed of 2600 regular 
officers and soldiers, and 369 mounted volunteers 
from Kentucky, under the command of General 
Charles Scott. This force he reported at the 
time as utterly inadequate to the difficulties of the 
enterprise, and the formidable enemy against 
To supply the requisite 
force, a draft of the militia was deemed indispen- 
sable. This officer had, as was known to all, suc- 
ceeded in the end; and the treaty of Grenville, 


"made on the 3d day of August, in the year 1795, 


had constituted the basis of all subsequent trea- 
ties held with the Indians northwest of the Ohio 
river, and it was the first and only sincere peace 


|| made = them with this Republic, having, he (Mr. 
i 


H.) believed, remained unbroken until within a 
short period anterior to the late war with Great 
Britain. 

Throughout the whole of this war it would be 
found, upon examination, that instructions had 
been uniformly given by the Department to the 
commanding general to procure by all means the 
services of some influential and intelligent gentle- 
men resident in the West. A Logan, a Shelby, 
a Hardin, or a Spencer, were uniformly found 
with their little bands around them, opening the 
way, and directing the march of the advancing 
army. To the temporizing policy of the Govern- 
ment the valuable life of Colonel John Hardin 
had been finally sacrificed; he having, at the re- 
quest of the Government, undertaken a mission to 
the Wabash and Miami Indians, accompanied 
only by an interpreter, for the pera, if possible, 
of effecting a reconciliation. Shortly after entering 
their country he was seized as a prisoner, and, 
regardless of the character in which he came, he 
was burnt at the stake with every circumstance 
of savage cruelty. , 

Are the survivors of these men, when now ask- 
ing for some little pecuniary aid to cheer their 
declining existence, to be treated only with con- 
tumely? After having served for years, armed at 
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their own expense, carrying their provisions in 


humble request is to be rejected without even an 
inquiry, whilst those who fought on this side the 
mountains have been so freely provided for. 
it could not be that greater devotion to their 
country had characterized the soldiers of the East 
and the North, than those of the West; a more 


striking instance of genuine patriotiem could not be | 


found either in the history of this country or any 
other, than that displayed by some early settlers 
(intruders as they were termed) upon the vacant 
lands in East Tennessee. They were removed in 
a large body by a military force despatched for the 


purpose, under Major Bradly,some short time pre- || 


vious to the defeat of General St. Clair. Sir, these 


very men, although they had just beheld their | 
families in the most distressing possible situation, | 
naked, houseless, and starving, were among the | 


firat to volunteer in the expedition then contem- 
plating, and met their fate in the ensuing campaign 


ad just driven them from their cabins. 
Sir, from the brief history of facts I have given, 


it will be seen that down to the year 1795, no gen- || 


eral cessation of hostilities had occurred, and that 
the savages were continually urged by British 
emissaries, to the commission of the most brutal 
outrages. I have given this sketch to satisfy the 
honorable member from Rhode Island, and the 
House, that in no point of view can this long and 
rotracted war be deserving of the character he 
oe seen proper to bestow upon it. 
If at any period it had assumed a predatory 
character, the fault was in the Government, and 


not in the inhabitants of the frontier. They were | 
left alone to defend themselves against the public | 
enemy, and at the same time by their own labor | 


and exertions to procure the necessaries of life for 
the subsistence of their families. It is well known 


that after the treaty of peace with Great Britain in | 


1783, the Government could control neither men 
nor means, and consequently these po were 
compelled for some years to defend the lives and 


roperty of all around them, as they best could, | 


rom their own resources. 


I have aimed in my remarks, sir, at nothing | 
more than the performance of an act of simple | 
representatives of former | 
unfeelingly denounced as | 


justice to the ree 
days, so unjustly an 
robbers and plunderers. 


Whether the resolution shall ultimately prevail | 
or not, | hope their services at least may be | 
By their valor, their | 


regarded in a proper light. 
constancy, their unshrinking fortitude, a title to 
the whole wide-spread country of the West was 
secured. 


vation, every toil was encountered without mur- 


mur or complaint. Year after year they freely 
suffered; their only reward the warm and heart- | 


felt prayer of the lonely woman and her offspring 


acknowledging their preservation from captivity, || 


violation, and death. 
I have (said Mr. H.) in my possession the peti- 


wards of 64 years old, who, from the 


age of 16, | 
was constantly engaged in the service of hiscoun- || 


try; he went throughout his whole campaign with 
Colonel Logan; he fought in and was one of the 
few who fortunately escaped from the disastrous 


eral Harmar; he was with the five hundred picked 


record against the Indians under the command of 


under General Wilkinson, and was present at the 
destruction of the Wea towns; and, sir, he finally 
followed the steps of Anthony Wayne throughout 
the whole of his memorable and glorious cam- 


paign, concluded by the treaty of Grenville in | 


1795. Years afterwards, when the Government 
again required the services of her citizens in the 
field, this man, although advanced in life, was 
amongst the first of the gallant and patriotic Ken- 








'| tuckians who so freely 
their wallets, without tents, with no shelter from | 
the piercing night save a single blanket, their | 
|| although it is not stated in his petition, an honor- 
able and highly distinguished gentleman on this 
| floor from 
| s0N,] one distinguished alike by his preéminent | 
civil and military services on every occasion, so 
| cheerfully and efficiently rendered his country, | 
can bear individual testimony to the gallant con- || 
duct of my old friend in that field, where, by the | 
| defeat and death of the most justly celebrated man 
of all their warriors, the Indian power in the West | 
| was finally and forever broken; | allude to the | 


| youth and manhood—that vigorou 
oar fighting for the very Government that | 


|, being solitary. 
| peculiar body of men, whose services cannot be 


t yas || love of liberty was united to a singleness of heart || 
In giving protection to an extensive | 
frontier, of which they constituted the only means | 


of succor and defence, every danger, every pri-« 


|| portion of its existence. 
action at the junction of the St. Mary’s and Si. | 
Joseph's, generally known as the defeat of Gen- 


alike beyond my comprehension. 


| ever. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











I] 
if my recol- 
ife serve me right, | 


was at the siege of Fort Meigs, and, 
lection of the events of his 


entucky, [Colonel Ricuarp M. Joun- | 


battle of the Thames. 
in declining age he now finds himself a prey to 
verty; a constitution broken, and health enfee- | 
led by early hardships, disable him from ordinary 
agricultural labor. Sir, should such a man, as 
life wanes lower and lower in the socket, be left 
alone to the ‘‘ cold charity of the world?” His | 
portion of 
existence which in these times men devote to 
hoarding up for age—were by him passed in the 
constant and arduous service of his country. 
It may be said that this is but a single instance, 
and that the provisions of the resolution are gen- 
eral. Sir, this brief sketch would represent the | 





claims of a majority of those benefited by the ulti- 


mate success of the principle contained in the reso- 
lution. The instance I have given is far from | 
It is in reality the history of a 


obliterated by time, who, regardless of personal 
peril, seeking no individual advantage, dared every- 
thing in a most hazardous cause. Mr. Speaker, 
did they effect nothing? They fought amid a wil- 
derness, boundless in extent; they fought for a 


toall. The wi 


erness is now peopled by more 


| than five millions of rational and intelligent beings, | 
_as happy, as free, as generous, and as brave as the | 
| sun ever shown down upon. The eye is every- | 
| where greeted with smiling and beautiful farms, | 
| with flourishing villages; in the midst cities have 

| 


risen; and, over all, law and order, the lights of 
revealed religion and the blessings of civil liberty 
prevail. 

Sir, it is for the surviving patriarch whose toils | 
have brought so rich a harvest to others, thatsome | 
little memento of national gratitude is now asked. | 
It is not sought for robbers and plunderers. The | 
gentleman from Rhode Island knows them not; | 


from nothing on earth could they be more remote. || 


Wanton aggression and unlicensed pillage stain || 


not the history of their lives. Their devotional 


and a simplicity of manner that might vie with the 


_ shepherd of old ** watching his flocks on Chaldea’s 1 


hills.” 

Mr. H. said that before concluding he wished 
to bestow a few observations on the amendment 
offered by the honorable gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Bouxpin,] proposing to abolish all pension 
laws. Throughout the entire discussion of the 


| question this amendment, in reality the legitimate 
|, subject of debate, had been totall 
tion of John Ritchie, one of these men, now up- || 


overlooked, 
unul the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Pinckney] had raised it from the condition of deep | 


apathy, to which common consent had apparently || 
| consigned it. To that honorable gentleman [Mr. 


Pinckney] it was indebted for at least the active | 
For at the moment of its | 


' first appearance ** in this breathing world,” it had | 


seemingly fallen stillborn into the hands of the || 
| Clerk, without, so far as he (Mr. H.) recollected, || 
men who performed one of the boldest tours on | 


even a show of fatherly fondness from the honor- | 


|| able mover for his unfortunate and ill-conceived 

General Charles Scott, that chivalric hero of al- || bantling. 
most a hundred fields, with whose name history at || 
least associates no ideas of robbing and plunder. | 
This same individual was afterwards with the first || 


force that ever penetrated to the Upper Wabash | 


Notwithstanding this neglect of the 
natural pretector, however, the imp has been so | 
far resuscitated as to chirp in the fostering arms | 
of its late fond nurse. 

The policy or the justice of that amendmentare | 
Even a well- | 
founded reason for its adoption is more than I 
can imagine; no suggestions of necessary economy 
can be brought in aid of the proposition. 
national debt hangs over us, no national pecuniary 
embarrassment of any nature or character whatso- 
Is the Government, then, so poor that she 
cannot pay this slight acknowledgment of grati- 
tude for services rendered in a cause that has been 


flocked to her standard; he |'- 


_ sands to give for trimming the bushes, and turning 


_make that country free. 
|, book, blot out at the same time from the history 


victory or disaster. 
leave no vestige of the other. Let not posterity 
| be left to blush, that we sedulously preserved the 


| poverty and misery the individuals who had ren- 


| mariner who has borne our flag in triumph over 
|| every sea, that hereafter, when worn down and 


| patriotism alone forbids the thought, and it is to 
| be hoped that the justice and the generosity of this 
_ House will forever preclude it. 
never deny to him who aided either in establish- 
| ing or defending the Union and the liberties of this 
Republic, a just reward, sufficient to render easy 
| his declining years. 
| wilderness, raog SaeNnanIRS the result is known || 





| course of the Secretary of the Treasury in re- 


|| On presenting these resolutions, Mr. SHEP- 
| LEY observed, that the signers were known to 
| him to be gentlemen of great respectability, al- 
|| though differing from him in opinion in relation 

| It may not be improper to remark, that they do 

| not assume to represent the opinion of the city of 
'| Portland, but only of a large number of its citi- 


| munity; and to the removal of the public deposites; 
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sanctified beyond all others, by its result upon the 
happiness and the liberties of mankind? We have 
thousands to give annually for the improvement 
and repairs of Pennsylvania avenue; we have thou- 


the walks around this building; thousands to make 
‘* Goose Creek once, the Tiber now,” flow in a 
direction something different from what nature 
intended it; thousands to give for innumerable 
other purposes of about equal importance to the 
country, but not one cent to those who fought to 


What, sir, strike out the pension act? When 
you do so, when you efface it from the statute- 


of your country the name of every consecrated 
field on which these veterans fought, whether of 
Do it, sir! erase the one, but 


record of those glorious fields, but consigned to 


dered them immortal. Shall we tell the gallant 


unfit for service, he will be cast aside unnoticed— 
unregarded ; the country he has so fondly loved, so 
proudly defended, with millions in her Treasury, 
will leave him, the neglected victim of age, disease, 
and poverty combined? ’ 

For myself, | cannot concur in such sentiments; 


My vote shall 


He had no fear, however, that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Virginia would prevail, 
and sincerely hoped that a law would be passed 
pursuant to the principle proposed by the resolu- 
ton. 

IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 3, 1834. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 
ter from the Governor of Michigan relative to the 
improvement of the navigation of certain rivers in 
that Territory. 


Mr. SHEPLEY presented the resolutions of a 
large number of the citizens of Portland adverse 
to a change of the mode of collecting the revenue 
from credit to cash, and also disapproving of the 


moving the deposites; which was read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 


to many matters contained in those resolutions. 


zens. 
The resolutions were read, and referred to the 
+ cae sere on Finance, and ordered to be print- 


Mr. SHEPLEY rose and said: 
Mr. President, I ask leave to present certain 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Maine, 
expressing the opinion of that Legislature in re- 
lation to the Bank of the United States; to the 
cause of the distress upon the commercial com- 


and instructing her Senators to oppose a restora- 
tion of the deposites and a renewal of the charter 





| more than three hundred miles in extent, and 
my | rivers of no inconsiderable magnitude extending 
O | 


j 
j 
| 


| 












of the bank. 

On presenting these resolutions, I ask the in- 
dulgence of the Senate for a few moments, to state 
that the State of Maine, presenting a sea-coast of 


| from the sea-shore far into the interior of the State, 

and there connecting themselves with large inland 
| bodies of water; and a very large tract of land, 
covered with forest timber trees, portions of which 
are annually felled, floated on these waters, and 
manufactured into building materials, and trans- 
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ported to market; and having also extensive quar- 


ries of limestone and marble, which are worked, 
and the lime and marble shipped to a market, she 
is deeply interested in trade, commerce, exchange, 
and a sound en - So great are the quanti- 
ties of these materials and of domestic manufdo- 
tures, and so extensive her intercourse with the 
British provinces and with the other States, that 
her coasting trade is very valuable. Her tonnage 
employed in that trade, and other commerce, is to 
such an amount that there are now, it is believed, 
but two States whose tonnage is greater. Much 
of the success of her industrious and very enter- 
prising people depends upon the successful prose- 
cution of this trade and commerce; and her people 
must therefore be supposed to understand their 
own interests. 

Little more than five years ago, and but one out 
of nine of her electoral votes was given to the 
present Chief Magistrate. At the last election the 
whole vote of the State was given to him. 

The resolutions now offered were passed in her 
House of Representatives by a vote of 119 to 53; 
and in her Senate by a vote of 22 to 2. The elec- 
tion of these members, it is true, took place before 
the removal of the deposites; but the persons 
elected remained among the people electing them 
until after the discussion of the question com- 
menced here; and they carried with them the 
opinions of the people whom they represented; 
and those opinions are embodied in their resolu- 
tions. These facts show that a large majority of 
the people of Maine do not regard the conduct of 
the President in the manner that my colleague 
does. 

What he understands to be an accumulation of 
power in the Executive by the exercise of the veto 
power, as it is called, they understand to be a pros- 
tration of power attempted to be accumulated. 
They have seen the President exercise a power 
given to him by the Constitution, to break down 
that assumption of power which would control 
and manage the internal improvements of the 
States. They have seen him exercise the same 
power to prostrate a bank charter calculated to 
control their own moneyed concerns, and to bring 
them and all their great and growing interests 
within its influence, and to enable it to brighten or 
blacken their prospects at its will. They desire to 
be delievered from such a power; and hence the 
vote on these resolutions. The other topics alluded 
to by my colleague have all been discussed, and 
an opinion formed upon them in Maine; and that 
opinion is so distinctly made known in these reso- 
lutions, that it is not necessary that I should say 
anything respecting them. concur in all the 
opinions expressed in these resolutions. 

Mr. SPRAGUE said he was always disposed 
to be governed by the voice of the people when 
expressed. That while the resolutions of the 
Legislature of Maine emanated from that body in 
a party character almost exclusively, the resolu- 
tions from the city of Portland spoke the voice of 
the people of that city, that they were suffering 
serious distress and embarrassment. While he 
differed in opinion from the Legislature of Maine, 
a body for which he entertained great respect, and 
also from his honorable eee? yet he was 
always ready and willing to render an account to 
the people for his public acts. 

Mr. SHEPLEY, in reply, said he would only 
state a fact or two: All the representatives of the 
city of Portland were among the 119 voting for the 
resolutions; that all the Senators from the count 
of Cumberland, in whieh that city is situated, 
were also among the number of Benahcire who 
voted for them; that one of the Senators from Ken- 
nebec county, and an opponent tothe Administra- 
tion, asked to be excused from voting, on the 
pe that he was of opinion that the President 

ad assumed a por that did not belong to him, 
and yet he could not vote to restore the deposites, 
thinking it would be inexpedient. 

The resolutions were then read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Pittsburg, disapproving of the course 
of the Secretary of the Treasury in removing the 
deposites; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


Mr. McK. observed that this memorial had been 












committed to his care for presentation by the Rep- 
| resentative in the House of Representatives from 
| Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, [Mr. Denny,] who de- 


|| ly and respectably signed by citizens of that place, 
|| without distinction of party. He had also in his 
|| possession a letter, left with him by Mr. Denny, 
| which any gentleman might see who desired it 

| Mr. WILKINS presented two or three memo- 
|| rials from Pittsburg, sustaining the Secretary of 
|| the Treasury upon the removal of the deposites; 
| which were referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER suggested the propriety of 
having the names of the memorialists to all the 
petitions on this subject printed. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the petition of the 
heirs of Andrew Gardner; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 











Mr. TYLER presented two petitions ofa private | 


nature. 

Mr. TIPTON communicated the memorial of 
the Legislative Council of Michigan relative to the 
improvement of certain rivers in that Territory; 


| which was referred to the Committee on Com- |’ 


merce, 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on | 


Public Lands, reported a bill for the removal of 


the office of the surveyor general from Ohio to 
Indiana. 


Which was read twice and committed. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit- | 


tee, reported a bill from the House of Representa- 


tives for the relief of George K. Jackson, and gave | 


notice that he was instructed by the committee 
that, when the bill was called up, he should move 
its indefinite postponement. 


should to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of John Donelson and Stephen Heard. 
The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
POINDEXTER: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to 
cause to be laid before the Senate a copy of any 
correspondence, if any shall have taken place, be- 


to the agency of the said bank, under the act of 7th 
June, 1832, or any other act of Congress, in the 
payment of pensioners. 


mitted on Friday, were then taken up. 


from Mississippi, and the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, the propriety of referring these resolutions, 
and the letter of tne Secretary of the Treasury on 
the removal of the deposites, to the Committee on 
Finance, and allow the resolutions thereon to re- 
main before the Senate, so that the debate might 
proceed without interruption. 

Mr. POINDEXTER suggested a question of 
order, whether that could be done without taking 
the whole subject from the possession of the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. CLAY said he had no objection to the prop- 
osition, if it was understood that the debate onthe 
resolutions could go on. Hehoped nothing would 
be allowed to interrupt that. 


second resolution related exclusively to the reasons 
of the Secretary, that if it were referred to the 
committee, the debate upon it could not proceed. 
He objected to withdrawing it from the Senate, as 


sented, to give his views to the Senate upon it. 
say, that the reference to the committee would 
withdraw the subject from the Senate. 


Mr. CLAY observed that the President’s mes- 
sage was before the committee, and there was 


were before the committee, they would not require 


thought if the paper was to go to the committee it 
was time it was there. 


| sired him to say that the memorial was numerous- | 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice that he || 


tween the War Department or any office attached || 
to it, and the Bank of the United States, in respect | 


The resolutions of Mr. POINDEXTER sub- | 
Mr. WEBSTER suggested to the gentleman 


Mr. WRIGHT said it seemed to him, as the | 


he desired, when a convenient opportunity pre- || 


The VICE PRESIDENT was understood to | 


nothing to prevent them from proceeding upon | 


it. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the message was not the | 
Secretary ’s reasons. The message was before the | 
committee, and they were not to be supposed to | 
be inattentive to it, or the memorials on the sub- | 
ject of the deposites, and if the Secretary’s reasons | 


to have possession of them more thana day. He 
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| Mr. POINDEXTER asked that Mr. Cus” 


| second resolution might then be read; which was 
|| done. 


Mr. POINDEXTER said it did not follow that 
the reference of the report carried the resolution 
with it. Every Senator had the original report 
| printed and on his file. The reasons of the Sec- 
| retary were in possession of every Senator. It 
| was competent for the Senate to go on with the 
| discussion, and put the committee in possession of 
| the paper at the same time. If he was right, he 

preferred that the report should go to the commit- 
tee now; no inconvenience would result from it, 
and the report would be had in a day or two, 

Mr. WEBSTER would relieve the apprehen- 
sion of gentlemen by saying, that at the close of 
the debate to-day, he would move to refer the Sec- 
| retary’s letter to the Committee on Finance, and 

the report should be made to-morrow at the meet- 
ing of the Senate. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, said that this difficulty, 
| which was apparent, arose from the eagerness 

with which these various resolutions had been 
pressed upon the Senate. If the resolutions were 
separated from the subject on which they were 
founded, the whole matter would be taken out of 
the possession of the Senate, and would go to the 
| Committee on Finance, where it ought to have 
| gone in the first instance. Now, he asked the 
|| gentleman from Mississippi what object he had in 
|| his pesolutions? Did they vary the powers of the 
| committee upon the memorials, or was it necessary 
| to coerce the committee upon the subject? Was 


i 
' 
it 
i 
} 
| 


| it necessary to instruct the committee upon the 
condition of the currency? That was a part of their 
|| duty. They had it before them in the message 
and the various memorials which had been referred 
'to them. All the gentleman’s resolutions were to 
the same point, except the one relating to the dis- 
| tress existing inthe community. He wagopposed 
|| to the adoption of the resolutions, because it was 
| not customary to authorize the committee to send 
|| for persons and papers without an intimation from 
| the committee that they wished it. It was usual 
| to ask for the power, and when it was necessary 
we gave it to them. 

Mr. POINDEXTER remarked, the gentleman 
(Mr. Kina] had opened the discussion, which from 
| the first he wished to avoid. He would not follow 
|| his example. 
| Mr. WILKINS said there was something to 

him quite objectionable in the mode suggested. He 
|| thought the proposition, as he understood the gen- 

tleman from Massachusetts, would carry the whole 
| subject from the Senate, and he understood that 
| the Chair had so intimated. He had no objection 
| to the reference to the Committee on Finance, but 
| he hoped an arrangement could be made, that the 
| debate might continue. That was all he asked. 
'| He had yielded the floor to the gentleman from 
| New Jersey (Mr. Frecincuvysen] with that ex- 
| pectation. If it was the subject of any arrange- 
| ment, he hoped his claim to the floor in the line of 
| succession justified him in expressing the hope 
that it would be made. 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked, that he was sur- 
prised he had been misunderstood. He said he 
would propose at the conclusion of the discussion 
| to-day, to refer the subject to the Committee on 
Finance; and that the report of the committee 
|| should be made to-morrow. He did not recognize 

any line of succession in the debate; but if the gen- 
tleman objected to that course, or thought he would 
be affected by it, he would postpone his motion 
| until the gentleman had spoken. 

Mr. WILKINS replied, that if the report of the 
committee could be made to-morrow, he would not 
interrupt thedebate. He heartily concurred inthe 
.| proposition. 
|| Mr. FORSYTH thought the Senate were like! 
to be greatly embarrassed by these resolutions. If 
he was not mistaken, they would entirely stop the 
discussion. The resolutions instructed the com- 
|| mittee to inquire into the whole subject embraced 


1] 





|| by theresolutions of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

They swept away the whole of the Secretary ’s rea- 
sons. It was impossible, without the Secretary's 
|| reasons, for the committee to enter into it. Te 
|| thought it better to let the subject lie on the table 


|| for the present, and not to press it till the report of 
\| the Secretary was disposed. of. 
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~ Mr. CHAMBERS suggested that it was de- 
sirable to bring before the committee the lately dis- 


| 


missed Secretary, who had intimated thathe would | 


disclose nothing unless legally required. : 
Mr. POINDEXTER said a general investiga- 
tion was desirable, with a view to bring all the 
members of the Cabinet before the committee, as 
well those who had, as those who had not given 
their opinions in writing. oo : 
Mr. BIBB said he had no objection to an in- 
quiry. But he hoped the gentleman [ Mr. Poinpex- 
ren] would not press the question. He felt that 
we were touching on delicate ground iff proposing 
to call before a committee the President’s Cabinet 
counsellors. He had no objection to a call on the 
President; there could be no doubt of the right of 
the Senate to make such a call. But he wished 


Senate calling for what took place before the Pres- 
ident’s Cabinet, out of respect for the constitutional 
authorities of the country. 

Mr. CLAY then moved that the subject be laid 
on the table; which was agreed to. 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY. 


The special order having been taken up, 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN took the floor, and 
addressed the Chair in opposition to the reasons of 
the Secretary of the Treasury for removing the 
deposites, until three o’clock, when he gave way 
toa motion by Mr. WILKINS, that the Senate 
adjourn; which prevailed. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mowpay, February 3, 1834. 


After the reading of the Journal the several 
States being called for the presentation of menio- 
rials, &c., 

Mr. PARKS rose and said that, by the courtesy 
of his colleague, he had to present to the House 
certain resolutions from the Legislature of the State 
of Maine, in relation to the recent removal of the 
deposites, and the question of rechartering the 
Bank of the United States. These resolutions 
went to justify the course pursued by the Admin- 
istration in that removal, and showed that they 
were opposed to any recharter of that bank. He 
took leave to say thatthe Legislature of that State 


was composed of one hundred and eighty-six mem- | 


bers in the Elouse of Representatives, and of twen- 


ty-five in the Senate. These resolutions had been || 


assed in the House of Representatives by the | 


ge vote of 119 to 53, and through the Senate by 


by a body of men as able, as intelligent, and patri- | 


otic, and as trul 
in the Union. 
forward to state that, in their opinion, the bank 


respectable, as an 


body of men | 
‘his respectable body, then, came | 


was unconstitutional, and they believed this, be- | 
cause they thought that Congress had no power | 


given to them by the Constitution to grant euch a 


charter; holding that all powers not expressly | 


granted by the Constitution are reserved to the 
several States. They further believe that upon 


this question of the removal of the deposites now | 
depends, and is identical with, the recharter of | 


the bank; and that, if the bank is not to be re- | 


chartered, their restoration would be improper. 
Thus believing, they had instructed their Senators 
and requested their Representatives in Congress 
to oppose the restoration of the deposites and the 


renewal of the charter of the United States Bank. | 
They also believe that the distress which has | 


been brought upon our commercial communities, 
has been produced by the improper action of the 
bank upon the public, with a view to cause dis- 
content at the recent measures of Government, 
and thus force from Congress a restoration of the 
deposites, It was evident, then, that if the bank 


b 
ee camhen she would think the proper moment 


had arrived for her to do so, to ask for a renewal | 


of the charter—she would only have to put her ma- 
chinery in motion, rack her victims, and through 


the agonizing throes thus produced, compel Con- | 


gress to yield to her application. Thus yielding || 


once to her, it would only be a prelude to their 


yielding egain. He, therefore, felt with them, that | 


| 


| 


| 


_ of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency, in accord- | 
ance with the sentiments which he had uniformly | 
time to thislt of the propriety and dignity of the || expressed, the attention of Congress was called to | 
| newal of the charter of the United States Bank; and | 
| whereas the bank has transcended its chartered | 


_ tions, and has abandoned the object of its creation, 
| by engaging in political controversies, by wielding 
| its power and influence to embarrass the admin- 
| istration of the General Government, and by bring- 


| community; and whereas the pubiic security from 


'| weil as in the manner of their removal, we recog- 
nize in the Administration an adherence to con- 
| stitutional rights, and the performance of a public 








| cuniary capacity to discharge its liabilities than 
_ in the fidelity with which the trusts reposed in it 


| ceding Legislature of this State, that the Bank of | 


| the Representatives be requested, to oppose the | 


| beg leave to lay them upon your table. 
| tion to the other part which asks 7 support of | 
producing this distress was successful in their | 








The Legislature of this State were the advocates 
of State rights. They fully adopted the doctrines 
ut forth by the State of Virginia, and they be- | 
ieved if the bank should prove successful in throw- | 
ing her golden chains around them, the words | 
State righis, nullification, and secession, would be | 
mere terms, more fit to be bandied by the lips of | 
children than to be used by freemen. 
Mr. P. having called for the reading of the res- 
olutions, they were read as follow, and subse- 
nny referred to the Committee of Ways and 

eans. 

STATE OF MAINE. 


Whereas, at an early pericd after the election 
the constitutionality and expediency of the re- 


limits in the management of its business transac- 


ing insolvency and distress upon the commercial 


such an institution consists less in its present pe- 





have been executed; and whereas the abuse and 
misapplication of the powers conferred have de- 
re the confidence of the public in the officers 
of the bank, and demonstrated that such powers 
endanger the stability of republican institutions; 
therefore 

Resolved, That in the removal of the public 
deposites from the Bank of the United States as 


duty. 
Resolved, That this Legislature entertain the 
same opinion as heretofore expressed by the pre- 


the United States ought not to be rechartered. 
Resolved, That the Senators of this State in the 
Congress of the United States be instructed, and 


restoration of the deposites and the renewal of the 
charter of the United States Bank. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of this preamble and these resolves 





| to the President of the Senate of the United States, 


a vote of 22 to 2; and he believed they were passed i end to cach of cur Genntars ene Repeesemtatives 


in Congress. 
In tue House or Representatives, 
January 25, 1834. 
Read and passed. 


NATHAN CLIFFORD, Speaker. 


In Senate, January 25, 1834. 
Read and passed. 
JOSIAH PIERCE, President pro tem. 
January 25, 1834. Approved, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 


Mr. SMITH, of Maine, said: I hold in my hand 
a communication in the shape of resolutions passed 
ata public meeting holden in the city of Port 
land, in the district which I have the honor to rep- 
resent on this floor. They relate to the existing 
state of the currency in this country, and to the 
removal of the public deposites from the Bank of 
the United States. They also embody a request 
that the Representatives from Maine would cause 
them to be laid before the House, and give their 
support to them. 
n compliance with that part of the request 
which asks to have them laid before this aera 2 
n rela- | 


them, I feel constrained to decline. With the per- 
mission of the House I will briefly advert to some | 
of the reasons why I do so decline. 

It will be observed that in one of the resolutions 
the alleged distress in the money market is attrib- 
uted to the measures of the National Government | 
in the removal of the public deposites from the | 
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mene Se 


| gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
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‘country, and to produce the embarrassments 
‘which now exist in the money market, for the 
‘bank having curtailed its accommodations to the 
‘public over $9,000,000 in the five months preced- 
‘ ing the first of January, has not only withdrawn 
‘that large amount from circulation, but has pro- 
‘duced a corresponding curtailment in the accom- 
‘ modations of the State banks, and thus increased 
‘ the evil and created alarm throughout the whole 
‘ commercial community.” 

Sir, said Mr.S., that there exists a pressure 
in the money market of that region whence these 
resolutions have emanated, is not for me to deny. 
That it is attributable, properly, to the removal of 
the deposites from the United States Bank is a 
proposition to which I cannot assent; and I think 
that in the resolution itself, to which | have ad- 
verted, an argument is embodied which illus- 
trates to every candid mind the fallacy of such 
a conclusion. In order to show the tendency of 
the measure complained of, reference is had to 
the operations of the bank for five months preced- 
ing the first of January last. ‘This reference, sir, 
embraces a period of two months anterior to the 
existence of the measure complained of. The 


|| fact that the authors of these resolutions felt com- 


pelled thus to go back of the period when that 
measure first existed, in order to prove the tend- 
ency of it afler it existed, and in order to trace 
the existing state of things home to it, is to my 
mind a satisfactory exposure of the fallacy of the 
reasoning upon which these resolutions rest. 

In another of these resolutions it is said that 
the pressure in the finances of the country is so 
great that an union of all parties existed to give 
utterance to them. In yet another of them, how- 
ever, we are told that they express only the opin- 
ions of **a portion”’ of the citizens of Portland. 
Sir, this was prudent. If they had undertaken 
more—if they had assumed to attribute these opin- 
ions to the generality of the citizens of Portland, 
or to the generality of the citizens of Cumberland 
district, | am sure that the rush of the multitude 
would have been down upon them, and their feeble - 
utterance would have been drowned by popular 
acclamation of an opposite import ere they could 
have reached this Hall of legislation. 

Sir, | have had an opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with the political history and opinions of 
all the gentlemen whose names are associated with 
these resolutions. And, sir, lam pleased to say— 
I am pleased in being able to say, that with a sin- 
gle exception, there is not an individual among 
them who has not been, from the beginning, either 
opposed to all the leading measures of the present 
National Administration, or a friend to the Bank of 
the United States. A majority of them, sir, have 
had their names associated no less distinctly with 
every measure of opposition to the present Ad- 
ministration which has been at any time con- 
certed in the city of Portland. If they had now 
presented themselves in any other attitude than 
that of hostility to the measure complained of, it 
would have excited my surprise. I must admit, 
sir, still that I feel surprise at the association of 
two or three of these names with these resolutions. 
Not, sir, that the gentlemen to whom I allude ex- 
hibit now evidences of their opposition to the Ad- 
ministration; but [ am surprised at it from other 
considerations. I am surprised because I know 
them to be directors of a bank in the city of Port- 
land, which was among the first and swiftest of the 
banks to make application to the Treasury De- 
partment for the keeping of these same public de- 

osites, and before their removal from the United 
tates Bank. I hold in my hand, sir, a copy of 
the official one of the bank of whieh the 
gentlemen alluded to are directors, tendering the 
services of their bank to the Government, and thus 
encouraging and inducing the very removal now 
complained of! Sir, it cannot be doubted that 
these géntlemen then regarded this measure as 
necessary, just, and patriotic. Then, sir, they 
regarded this measure, to use the lan nage of the 
Me UFFIE,] 

** as fair a thing as ever was.”” But now, sir, the 
deposites having been removed, and these gentle- 
men having found that another bank in Portland 


_ Bank of the United States. This resolution pro- || has been preferred by the Government to their 


the present was the time to meet the question, and 1 


to resist it. 


ceeds to say, ‘that the removal of the public | 
‘money from the Bank of the United States has 





own for keeping those deposites, the measure of 
removal is censured by them and condemned, and 


‘had a tendency to derange the currency of the' they gravely resolve in public meeting that it is 
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destructive of the commerce and business of the | friends of the bank, and ask whether they did not, 
country, or, to use the language of the gentleman | at the commencement of this discussion, press the | 
from South Carolina once more, they declare it to | importance of the early action of Congress on the 
be *‘ all a piece of villanous cheatery.’’ || subject ? 
Sir, with the views which | entertain of these | Mr. GORHAMrose toa question of order, and | 
resolutions, | cannot do more than to move that | asked whether it was in order for the gentleman | 
they be laid upon your table and be printed, with | to fo into the general character of the debate? =| 
the application of the Exchange Bank in Portland | ‘The CHAIR said the general discussion on the | 
for the deposites. [These resolutions were in | presentation of a petition could only be gone into | 
favor of the restoration of the deposites, and have | with the assent of the House. 
been heretofore published.]} || Mr. POLK said he had only claimed the indul- | 
Mr. EVANS, of Maine, wished his colleague || gence which had ovenny been extended to those | 
to withdraw his motion, as he desired to submit a || gentlemen who preceded him. He would repeat | 
few remarks in relation to the resolutions; which || that he hoped the 
request having been acceded to— } with a determination to dispose of the question | 
r. E. believed that the first of the propositions || now pending. 
just submitted from the Legislature of Maine, had '| ‘The resolutions were then referred to the Com- 
a similar origin with others presented to them. || mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be | 
But, although he had as much respect as any one || printed. 
could have for the body from which it emanated, Mr. MANN, 


' 


of New York, presented the joint | 


he might be permitted to say, without being consid- || resolutions of the Legislature of New York, ap- | 


ered disrespectful to them, that they were not ex- || proving the removal of the deposites, and instruct- 
actly competent to pronounce, as they did, that the || ing her Senatorsand requesting her Representatives 
whole policy pursued by Madison, Jefferson, and | to oppose the recharter of the Bank <f the United 
others for nearly forty years, was unconstitutional. || 
The assertions set forth in the preamble to the || 
resolution not being supported by any evidence, 
he would take leave to be excused from coming to 





Mr. M. said that he had intended to submit a 
| few remarks on this occasion, explanatory of the | 
| views and opinions f a very large majority of the | 


House would to-morrow meet || 


States. i 


upon these measures. 

With respect to the memorial presented from 
inhabitants of Portland, which was of a different | 
character from the other, he could testify that it | 


| 
the conclusion that they did, to govern his conduct | 


emanated from a body of men who were influenced || 


in presenting them by a knowledge of the actual | 
state of things in their neighborhood, and not with 


any reference to party, many of them having been | 


always, and for aught he knew, still were friendly 
to the existing Administration from its first acces- 
sion to power; and this he would assert, notwith- 
standing it had been said that the resolutions came 


from those who were always friendly to the bank. || 


But did it follow that although they might be | 
friendly to that institution, that they were not | 
friendly to the Administration ? 

' Mr. E. then briefly adverted to the position in 
which the bank was placed by the conduct pursued 
towards it by the Secretary of the Treasury. He 
denied that the curtailments made by the bank 
arose from any intention on their part to create dis- | 
tress, as he considered it was a duty incumbent 
upon them when they were called upon to pay up 
the public deposites to make such a curtailment as 
would best comport with the safety of the institu- 
tion under such circumstances and their own 
interests, in which the safety of the whole com- 
munity wasalso involved. He thought they were | 
justified throughout, and would conclude by com- 
mending the resolutions from Portland to the calm 
consideration of Congress. 

Mr. POLK rose to warn the House not to be | 
drawn into these wide discussions on the general 
subject upon every memorial which should be pre- 
sented tothem. It had already occupied their atten- 
tion to the exclusion of almost all other important 
business for nearly two months; and he rose also 
to express his hope that the House, after these two 
months thus spent in a discussion which other- 
wise appeared to be endless, would at length see 
how important it was that the subject should be 
brought to a close. He could affirm that this was 
demanded from them by a due regard for the pub- 
lic interest, now suffering heavily in consequence 
of thisdiscussion. If the memorials were referred 
at once to the Committee of Ways and Means 
that committee would not be long in presenting to 
the House a report with their views; then the 
whole subject would be open for full consideration, 
and they would have something ible—some 
distinct proposition upon which they could delib- 
erate and act. 

Sir, the whole business community is agitated b 
the continued discussion of this question, and their 
interest requires that it should be settled. He 
hoped that the House would sit late and hear the 
discussion until it should be brought to a close. 
To-morrow or next day, he trusted, we should 
meet with the determination of disposing of the 
motions before the House. There was nota mem- 
ber of this House who did not, every day, receive 
letters from a distance urging the speedy action of 
Congress on thissubject. He would appeal to the 





| to represent on the subject to which the resolutions 








people of the State which he had the honor in part | 


refer; but the explanations of those views and opin- | 
ions which had already been given to the public 
in the other branch of the Legislature, [by Mr. 
Wricut,] rendered it unnecessary for him to 
trouble the House at this time. 

In the exposition of those views and opinions to 
which he alluded, Mr. M. said he was authorized 
to believe that a large majority of his colleagues on 
this floor fully concur. 

The resolutions were then read, ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. SELDEN rose and said that he held in his 
hand a memorial from the merchants of New York, | 
representing the present deranged state of trade 
and currency, and the causes of their derange- 
ment. 

In presenting the memorial he would take occa- 
sion to say that it was signed by three fourths of 
the commercial interest of the city, and by three 
fourths, in number, of the merchants of the city. 


He would further suggest that these merchants, || 


more than any other traders in the Union, were | 
connected with the commerce of this country. In 
the last six years they had pat to the Government 
more than fifty millions of dollars. The signers | 
of this memorial had paid more than three fourths 
of the sum collected in ihe city of New York, and 
more than half of what had been paid by the whole 
country. He would go further and say that the 
memorialists had fulfilled their contracts to the 
Government from month to month and year to 
year, with unexampled punctuality ; that they were 
not connected with either of the belligerent parties 
of the day; that they were men of no party, but 
were deeply interested in every measure connected 
with the trade and commerce of the country. 
They were men upon whose operations depended 
thesuccessful prosecution of the trade of this coun- 
try. They speak from practical knowledge of the 
effect of the destruction of the national currency 
upon trade. Whenever occasions have called for 
the exertions of these men for the preservation of 
public interests, both in peace and war, they have 
not withheld their aid. In carrying on a conflict 

ainst their interests, you strike at the very vitals 





i} 


|| the first to suffer. 
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purposes of business. Mr. S. went on to point 
out some prominent facts in relation to the effect 








| of the disturbance upon business. At the com- 


| mencement of the month of September, exchan 
| on Europe was 10 per cent. above par, thus afford- 
| ing to the producer an advance of 10 per cent. on 
| his nominal prices. But within the last month, 
| drafts upon London were offered in New York 
|at 5 per cent. discount. The relations between 
the towns on the Ohio and Mississippi and the 
city of New York were such, until recently, that 
exchanges could be carried on at the smal! expense 
to the producer of one half of one per cent; but now 
| it costs the producers from two to five per cent. to 
effect those exchanges. This was an actual draft 
upon the industry of the country for the benefit of 
brokers and shavers. As to the extent of com- 
mercial distress, does any one doubt it? J tell 
gentlemen that some of the oldest and first estab- 
lished houses in this country have failed, and that 
this is but the forerunner of greater difficulties. 
The memorialists were intimately connected with 
| the local banks of New Yerk, and knew their ca- 
pacity for the transaction of business, and yet rep- 
| resent them as unable to afford any relief. What 
class of citizens are to be benefited by the present 
condition of things? He had heard the poor 
spoken of, and it had been said that the bank was 
to be destroyed for the benefit of the poor, at the 
| expense of the rich. But was it a fact that the 
| poor were to be benefited? The rich men, with 
money in their pockets, will notsuffer. The bank 
was for the benefit of enterprise, and poverty, 
struggling, with the aid of credit, against the com- 
petition of wealth. 

Mr. JARVIS here interposed, and asked if the 
gentleman from New York was in order. 

The CHAIR replied, the gentleman is perfectly 
in order, if the House is willing to hear Chan but 
| not if any objection is made. 

Mr. JARVIS then objected, and Mr. SELDEN 
asked the permission of the House to go on. 

The House granted leave, and 

Mr. SELDEN proceeded: He was sorry to see 
| those gentlemen who had been so fully heard on 
| this subject, now endeavoring to suppress the dis- 
cussion. [The Chair stated that it was not in 
order to allude to the course taken by members.]} 
| Mr.S. adverted to the abolition of credit on duties, 
Formerly the duties were paid after a credit of 
ten or twelve months, now they were paid in cash. 
At the very moment when this change was made, 


| 





| it was prepared to put an end to the currency of 
| the country. Who would be the first to su 


r? 
It might be that the Government itself would be 
Instead of prompt and punc- 
| tual payment of the duties, we may find nothin 
| but protested bonds in the custom-house. It ha 


| been rumored in the Capitol for some days that 


| we were to return toaspeciecurrency. How were 
| we to get the specie for the purpose? Send our 
local bank paper to Europe for it? Will our paper 
| be morecurrent there than here? But the evils of 
| the paper system bore no proportion to its profits, 
| The labor and enterprise of this country had been 
| maintained by credit. The vast improvements 
| which had of late years been made in this country 
| had been accomplished by bank paper. The 
| roads, canals, factories, storehouses, &c., which 
, had sprung up everywhere, were the results of 
| paper credit. It was true that this required regu- 
| lation, and the memorialists say that it can only 
| be regulated by a national bank. Mr.S. went on 
| to argue that the paper system could only exist in 
| a free Government. It was the offspring of free 


of trade; for when the centre of commerce was || institutions. Mr. S. argued at some length to 
afflicted, those sections of country which least || show the inefficiency of local banks in equalizing 
expect it will also be reached by the distress. Let || the exchanges of the country. But the derange- 


me ask, sir, whether pet'tioners like these are not | 
entitled to the favorable co 1sideration of this House? 
whether men whose relations to the Government 
are as intimate as our own, when they represent 
that they cannot carry on trade without the agency 
of a national bank, are not entitled to be attentively 





| ment of the paper system was not so great as to 


| render it necessary to abandon it. The petitions 


| sent to us from every part of the country do not 
| exhibit any intention on the part of the people to 
| abandon the papersystem. There was nothing in 


|| the resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 


| 
| 


heard, and their opinions carefully considered? || New York or of Ohio which favored the echeme 
He had said that the memoiralists belonged to no || of abandoning the paper system; and both of these 
party, but a large portion of them were friendly || States were carrying their paper system to a still 
to the present Administration. He had looked over || greater extent by the establishment of new local 
the paper, and was able to say that as largea num- || banks. But the bank was said to be a political 
ber of friends as of opponents of the Administra- || machine. What was the evidence of this charge? 
tion had signed it. They say that the currency is || The largest operations of the bank were in New 
in a state of derangement and does not answer the || York and Pennsylvania, but in those States the 























Administration had very large majorities, and 
show me a vote which has been bought up, or 
a vote which has been controlled by the bank. 
Mr. 8. also took up the constitutional question, 


but was prevented by the restriction of the Chair | 


from going into it. 

Mr. 8. proceeded to read a tabular statement of 
the depreciation of the stock of the different banks 
in New York—The Manhattan Bank had suffered 
a depreciation of 11 per cent. on its capital, or 
$220,000; the Merchants’ Bank 10, or $140,000; 
the Mechanics’ 6, or $200,000; the Bank of Amer- 
ica 9, or $180,000 on its ee a de- 
preciation of the bank stock in New York, amount- 
ing to upwards of three millions. Wiil not such 
a lossof stock, in one particular, reach other stocks, 
and eventually affect the whole system of internal 
improvements now in progress throughout the 
country? Already has the stock of some of the 
companies engaged in internal improvemente suf- 
fered_in depreciation. The Delaware and Hud- 
son has suffered a loss of $720,000; and the Ohio 
Canal Company, a loss of 10 per cent., or of 
$100,000 on every million of their property. So 
will all engagements for internal improvements 
suffer; for what affects the commercial interests of 
the community must necessarily affect all others, 
as commercial men and interests are more or less 
intimately connected with all others. And so of 
other interests. The stock of many insurance 
companies has sunk to one half per cent. of its 
value. Indeed, as banking capital consists chiefly 
of a combination of debts, all capitals—and they 
are many—in the country must suffer in propor- 
tionate ratio as the banking capital becomes de- 

reciated. The evil will be, that al! property will 
ose one half its real value; and what had been de- 
posited will be repaid only with one half; and what 
was paid in money, will average twice as much as 
when contract was made. 

Mr. S. then made an exposé relative to the in- 
vestment in our funds of foreign capital—which 
will become useless under the present derange- 
ment of the currency. Foreign capital has been 
invested from the confidence with which the faith 
of the country appeared to be pledged for its secu- 


rity; how much longer will that confidence con- | 


tinue when that faith is lost? Will not then that 
capital be reclaimed and required from us of its in- 
vesters? Are we prepared to meet such a demand 
on the monetary concerns of the country? What 
means has Louisiana to discharge her debt of for- 
eign capital amounting to ten millions? How can 
Ohio immediately answer the call on her for five 
millions owed in Europe? Or is Pennsylvania 
now able to reimburse her loan of twelve millions 
owed by her in Europe? Thus has the Govern- 
ment sunk the credit of the country; and in con- 
sequence, will militate against the commercial in- 


terests of the country, by creating an alarm among | 


the European creditors of the nation, who may re- 
quire that their American stocks shall be redeemed 
or returned by a recall of their capital; and this 


would produce the actual absorption of all the sub- | 


stantial capital of the country. 
There are fifty millions of British capital now 


afloat, or in use, in this country. Besides being | 


of material advantage to the internal improvements 
and commercial interests of this nation, is not this 
large sum the best security for peace with the Brit- 
ish nation? Are not these funds equivalent to 
hostages against British attack and aggression ? 
Would to God that every other nation had capital 
so invested in this country, then should we have 
the best hostages for a continuance of friendly 
feeling with them, and be entitled to all the advan- 
tages of an amicable understanding—not ouly a 
protection against aggression and insult, but a 
guarantee for respect and friendship. 

In conclusion, Mr. S. moved that the memorial 
be printed, and referred to a select committee of 
five; and he asserted that it contained the names 


of about 3,500 firms in New York, and over 6,000 | 


signatures. 


Mr. WILDE, of Georgia, moved an amend- | 


ment, that the select committee so appointed should 
be instructed to inquire into the extent and nature 
of the pecuniary distress, and to what causes it 
was to be attributed; to inquire into the derange- 
ment of the currency of the country, and how pro- 
duced; and to ascertain what remedies are best 
calculated to remove the distress, and restore the 





| currency. In order to effect this judiciously and 
‘| accurately, impartially and extensively, he added 
| that they be empowered to examine documents 
|| and persons as they adjudged necessary. 
r. W. supported his amendment by arguments 
|, drawn from the urgency of some action to be had 
| efficiently and radically on the subject. The ex- 
|| citement in the House had tended to increase the 
| excitement in the nation. If the distress did not 
'| exist, then would the conduct of the Chief Magis- 
|| trate be made the subject of approval; but if dis- 
| tress existed—and this no man can doubt who has 
heard of the cries which has been made exten- 
sively, who has known that various memorials 
| have been presented to Congress proclaiming the 
| distress by men of every party and by men of no 
| party—then will an inquiry be the best mode of 
coming to a candid result, where opinions are so 
|| various that asseverations are made on one side of 
the House that the distress is imaginary, and when 
'on the other side the asseverations are equally 
strong and strenuous that the distress is too real. 

In his opinion, we stand on the brink of a dan- 
gerous precipice, down which the measures now 
pursued by Government are likely to hurl us with 
a fearful, if not afatal, rapidity. Universal bank- 
ruptcy and suspension of specie payments stare us 
in the face. The present state of things cannot 
last. We shall go on from bad to worse, unless a 
remedy be adopted, and adopted speedily. The 
inquiry should therefore be on the broadest basis 
possible. 

He next combatted the scheme of the Secretary 
of the Treasury for adopting the agency of State 
banks, instead of the United States Bank, and in 
commenting upon the proposition of a metallic 
currency, he said that a restoration to specie pay- 
ments would be more injurious to the interests of 
the country than restoring the depesites to the 

| custody of the Treasury. 

Mr. POLK had been anxious to arrest the debate 
| on thepresentation ofthe resolutions from Maine,as 
a premature; he was equally anxious to arrest 
| the debate on the present memorial, as being also 

uncalled for,and out of place. He saw no reason 
why the memorial presented by the gentleman 
from New York should not take the direction of 
all similar petitions, memorials, and documents on 
| the same subject. He moved, therefore, that it be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GORHAM said that the discussion and 
distress will not end till Government retrace its 
steps. 

He entered into an elaborate statement on the 
question of a deranged currency, on specie pay- 
ments, ora metallic currency, which our limited 
time, by the prolongation of the debate, prevents 
us now from giving. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed that he had the honor 
of being a member of the Committee of Ways 

| and Means, and he heard with utter astonishment 
the remarks which fell from the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts, that this memorial, with the in- 
structions, ought to be referred to a select com- 
|| mittee, and not to the Committee of Ways ard 
|| Means, because, forsooth, the committee had pre- 
judged the matter—had formed their opinion— 
| that the sentiments of some portion of that com- 
| mittee had already been given to the public, and 
_ that the subject-matter of this memorial would not 
|| receive an impartial examination by that commit- 
tee. Upon what authority, sir, has that gentle- 
| man presumed to declare, in the presence of this 
| House, such sentiments? Does he know the opin- 
ion of one individual member of that committee 
upon the question involved in that memorial? 
_ Most assuredly not; for during all the meetings of 


|| that committee, since the commencement of the 
| present session of Congress, (and he was confident 


| that he had not been absent ata single meeting,) 
_ the subject of the Bank of the United States had 
not in any way or manner been presented to their 
consideration. The question in relation to the 
|, deposites, the renewal of the charter, the cause of 
the distress (whether real or pretended he would 
| not say) have in nowise engaged the attention of 
the committee at their sittings. How, sir, can the 
—— say that the Committee of Ways and 
| Means have prejudged the case, or expressed 
|| opinions upon the subject. The gentleman from 
| ennessee, I admit, sir, has given his opinion at 
' large upon the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 


ti 
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ury, touching the removal of the deposites. He 
was followed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
| upon the same subject, and the gentleman from 
ee was followed by the gentleman from 
| New York, all members of the Committee of 
Ways and Means; and this morning we have been 


|| favored with the views of the gentleman from 


United States. And how Stands the account? Has 
the gentleman from Kentucky etated the case 
fairly, that, inasmuch as the opinions of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee had gone forth to the 
American people in his printed speech, he was not 
a fit person to take charge of this memorial? Sir, 
does not the gentleman from Kentucky well know 
that the opinions of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania had also gone forth tothe American people, 
in his printed speech. The one, sir, followed close 
in the track of the other. It follows, then, that 
two members of that committee have expressed 
their opinions one way, and that two other mem- 
bers of the same committee had expressed their 
opinions the other way, on the absorbing question 
now before Congress, in relation to the bank; and 
the opinion of no other individual member could 
be known, unless it be that of the gentleman from 
Georgia, (who is alsoa member of the Committee 
of Ways and Means,) who has been pleased to 
make to the House, this morning, some general 
remarks in reference to the bank. 

Although he (Mr. Hussarp) had intended, for 
some time past, to have spoken upon the subject 
of the deposites, he had not been successful in his 
attempts to get the floor, yet he could not doubt 
that, if this memorial should be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, it would re- 
ceive its impartial, deliberate, and candid exam- 
ination; that it would receive, from that commit- 
tee, all the attention which its importance de- 
manded. 

It has been said that it ought not to be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, because it 
speaks not of the deposites or of the Bank of the 
United States, and thegentleman from New York 
has said that it is a totally different question. 
Now, sir, what is the memorial? He could not 
be mistaken astoitsimportance. It speaks of the 
distresses which pervade the land; of the pressure 
which bears heavily upon the various classes of 
the community, and tells us that the moving cause 
of this great calamity is to be found in the new 
relation produced between the Bank of the United 
States and the local banks. In other words, it has 
been produced by the removal of the deposites 
from the Bank of the United States, and placing 
themrin the State banks. Disguise it as you may, 
this is the plain English of the memorial. And it 
further says that the sovereign remedy for all these 
evils is the rechartering of the United States Bank, 
or the creating of some bank with similar powers. 
And yet, sir, it has been reiterated that the ques- 
tion involved in the memorial is wholly distinct 
and different from the question of removing the 

ublic deposites, or of rechartering the Bank of the 
nited States, and therefore it should not be sent 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

And what are the instructions proposed by the 
gentleman from Georgia to accompany this me- 
morial? oe sir, the committee are to inquire 
into the ** truth of the recent complaints of general 
pecuniary distress and loss of credit, and into the 
truth of the alleged derangements of the currency 
and commercial exchanges.’’ And that, if the 
complaints be well founded in the opinion of the 
| committee, they are to report the causes of the said 
| evils. 


Eee in relation to the Bank of the 





And what is the pretended cause of the alleged 
derangement of the currency and commercial ex- 
changes? Nothing morenor nothing less than the 
removal of the deposites. There is then no differ- 
ence in fact or in principle between this memorial 
and the hundred others which have heretofore 
been presented, and by order of the House re- 
ferred—memorials and resolutions from Legisla- 
tures, from chambers of commerce, from boards of 
trade, and highly respectable individuals in differ- 
ent parts of thecountry. And what bas been the 
order of the House in relation to all these? They 
have been referred, one and all, to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. And why give to this 
memorial a different direction? Why send ittoa 
select committee? 





1834. 


The gentleman from Massachusetts has been 
leased to state the reasons which would influence 
as they had been repeated by the gentleman from || 
entucky. He verily believes that thecommittee | 
did not merit the reflection thus, in his view, cast |, 
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ees 
| it to their wisdom to adopt such measures as the 
| honor of the Government and the just claims of 
_ the individuals injured by the proceedings may be 
| deemed to require. 


berry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, Dickson, Duncan, 
| Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Felder, 
Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Fulton, Gamble, Ghol- 
son, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, Graham, Gren- 
nell, Griffin, Hiland Hal!, Hard, Hardin, James 





upon them. 


The subject properly and legitimately comes | 
; ali a y '| Martindale, Marshall, John Y. Mason, McComas, 


within the jurisdiction of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. It belonged to them, and properly to 
no other committee. It was most intimately con- 


nected with, and had relation to, the public finan- | 


ces, and thus should follow the disposition of all 


similar memorials which had come in before it. | 
Before resuming his seat he would make a single | 


remark in reply to what fell from the gentleman 
from Kentucky, in relation to some observations 
which were made this morning by his friend from 


Tennessee. That gentleman did not say that he | 


purposed to move the previous question, and 


thereby to cut short the debate. 

He said no such thing. He said what he ought 
to have said, the force of which every member 
must feel, and must acknowledge. He said that 
this House had been in session nine weeks; that 
the question of the bank, in one way or other, had 


engaged most of the time and attention of this | 


House during that whole period; that the com- | 
plaints were floating on every breeze, coming from 


every quarter; that they were long and loud, and 


that he would most earnestly appeal to the House | 
to unite with him in producing speedy and prompt | 


action upon the subject. 


The country demanded it; the time had come | 


when there should be action—prompt and speedy 


entreated the members of the House to hear all 


| 


that was to be heard, and then deliberate and de- | 
cide upon the great matters in controversy. This | 
was in substance what his friend said, and it was | 
all that he said; and is there a man who does not | 


most heartily respond to these sentiments? If the | 
distress be real, the cause should be known and | 


divulged at once; if it is fictitious or exaggerated, 


the imposition should be exposed—if the panic is | 


got up for political effect its aiders and abettors 
should receive public execration. 


The sentiment of every@gan should be, it ought | 


to be, whatever is to be done, let that be done 
quickly. 

Mr. S. JONES moved an adjournment, which 
he withdrew, as there were loud calls for the ques- 
tion to be taken. 


Mr. BARRINGER renewed his motion to ad- 
journ, which was negatived. 


After afew brief remarksfrom Messrs. WILDE, | 


ARCHER, and SELDEN— 

The question on referring the memorial to the 
Committee of Ways and Means was put, and de- 
cided in the affirmative: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, | 
Baylies, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John | 
Beil, James Blair, John Blair, Bockee, Bodle, || 


Boon, Brown, Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Casey, Chaney, Chinn, S. Clark, Clay, Coffee, 
Connor, Cramer, wai 
Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, 
Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 
Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Lawrence, Lea, Lee, Leavitt, Lu- 
cas, Lytle, A. Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Mc- 
Intire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McVean, 
Miller, Mitchell, Muhlenberg, Murphy, Osgood, 
Page, Parks, Parker, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, 
Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, 
Schenck, Schley, Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, 
Speight, Standifer, Sutherland, William Taylor, 
Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Van- 
derpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
Wayne, Webster, Whallon, C. P. White—113. 
NAYS—Messrs. J. @. Adams, Heman Allen, 
John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, 
Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, James 
M. Bell, Binney, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, Burd, 
Cage, Carmichael, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, 
Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, 
Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, 
Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, De- 





| in refusing to deliver the books, papers, and funds 


é C || supplementary to the act for the relief of certain 
action; and to bring this about he most earnestly | i 


| this agency asa right secured to it by contract, 
|, nor as a benefit conferred by the Government, but 


|| that of the proper officers of the United States. 


Dickerson, a Ewing, || 
albraith, || 


| The correspondence reported by the Secretary of 


Having called for the opinion of the Attorney 
| General upon this occasion with a view to a 
_ thorough investigation of the question which has 

thus been presented for my consideration, I enclose 
_acopy of the report of that officer, and add my 
_ entire concurrence in the views he has taken. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

February 4, 1834. 


Mr. CLAY said that we had heard early in this 
| month, whilst the conduct of the Executive in 
'| seizing the public money was under discussion, 
_and before the decision of Congress was had upon 
it, the Executive, not choosing to wait for the 
|| decision of Congress, that he was proceeding to 
|| carry into effect the measures of September fast 
| We have heard that an attempt was maile to take 
|| from the Bank of the United States the agency 
|| committed to it by law, for payment of the Govern- 
|| ment pensioners. He ha 


Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez W. 
Huntington, William C. Johnson, King, Lewis, 


McKennan, Milligan, Moore, Pation, Potts, 
Reed, Rencher, Selden, Augustus H. Shepperd, 
William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stoddert, Wm. 
P. Taylor, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, 
Watmough, Edward D. White, Frederick Whit- 
tlesey, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Wilson, Wise, | 
and Young—97. 

So the memorial was referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

And the House, on motion, at six o’clock 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
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not heard it with sur- 


|| The following message from the President of || prise. He was surprised at nothing which was 


| the United States was received, by Mr. Donetson, 
| his Private Secretary: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


I deem it my duty to communicate to Congress 
the recent conduct of the Bank of the United States 


done by the executive branch of the Government. 
But he had looked into the nature of this agency, 
| and he had found that it was confided to the Bank 
| of the United States by law, and the Executive 
could not touch it but by a palpable usurpation of 
| power. He was glad the bank had resisted this 
in its possession, relating to the execution of the | further violation of executive usurpation. Nothing 
act of Congress of June 7, 1832, entitled ** Anact | Wa8 heard on this subject until the call for the 
a ‘| correspondence with the bank in relation to it, 

made by the resolution of the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, was taken up yesterday; and he had not 
War, and herewith transmitted, will show the |% doubt that information of it had previously 
grounds assumed by the bank to justify its refusal | reached the President’s mansion. Therecould not 
to make the transfer directed by the War Depart- | b¢ a doubt of it. The powers of the bank were 
ment. It does not profess tociaim the privilege of | heretofore adverted to in the Albany case. The 
law confided the agency to the bank, and it was so 

acknowledged by the Department of War. Yes, 
| sir, it was acknowledged by that department, by 
his retracing his steps. And now we have a mes- 
sage, that because the bank would not yield to the 
Executive mandate, Congress is asked to interfere. 
He hoped the message would be referred to a com- 
mittee, that it may be subjected to a thorough 
examination, and a proper corrective applied 


surviving officers and soldiers of the Revolution.” | 





as a burden from which it is willing to be relieved. 
| It places its refusal upon the extraordinary ground | 
| that the corporation has a right to sit in judgment | 
| upon the legality of the acts of the constituted | 
authorities, in a matter in which the stockholders | 
| are admitted to have no interest; and it impedes | 
and defeats, so far as its power will permit, the || eS ! 
‘execution of a measure of the Administration, || Where the real violation of law existed. He thought 
because the opinion of the corporation upon the || the Judiciary Committee was the most proper one 
‘construction of an act of Congress differs from | ‘© commit the subject to, and he moved its refer- 
|| ence accordingly. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that he had not madea 
thorough examination of the subject, but he was 


The claims of this corporation thus to usurp the | 
functions of the judicial power, and to prescribe to | ug t 
| the executive department the manner in which it || Of opinion the gentleman from Kentucky was mis- 
‘shall execute the trust confided to it. by law, is | taken when he supposed the money referred to in 
_ without example inthe history of ourcountry. If || the Bank of the United States was under the pen- 
the acts of the public servants, whoare responsible | sion law of 1832, and that the bank was theagent 
| to the people for the manner in which they execute || for its disbursement. He thought the law made 
| their eee thus be checked and controlled by || no such provision, but that the Secretary of the 
an irresponsible money corporation, then, indeed, | Treasury was to make payment of the money as 
the whole frame of our Government is changed, | he thought best. And by a resolution meee te t 
and we have established a power in the Bank of || ers were now transferred to the Secretary of War. 
the United States above what we derive from the || But if this was a legal question, as he thought it 
people. || was, there was no propriety in pronouncing an 
It will be seen, from the accompanying state- | opinionnow. The President was of opinion that 
| ment, (marked A,) that, according to the latest | the law authorized the transfer, and he applied to 
/ accounts received at the War Department, the 


| the bank and was refused. And what has the 
Bank of the United States and its branches have in | President done? He has laid the whole subject 
| their possession near half a million of the public | before Congress; and it seemed to him he could 
money, received by them under the law of 1832, |, not have adopted a better, more correct, or more 
which they have not yet accounted for, and which || decorous course. He concurred in opinion that 
they refuse to pay over to the proper agents for the || the subject a > be examined by the Judicia 
| use of those persons for whose benefit it was with- || Committee. The opinion of the highest law offi- 
drawn from the Treasury. It is to be regretted , cer had been taken by the Chief Magistrate, who 
| that this attempt on the part of the bank to guide | agreed with him in opinion that the bank had no 
and direct the Executiveupon the construction and || right to hold this money. He thought we ought 
execution of an act of Congress should have been || 0 postpone the expression of any opinion on the 

ut forward and insisted on in a case where the || subject, until the investigation could be had. 

immediate sufferers from their conduct will be the Mr. CLAY replied that the investigation must 
surviving veterans of the revolutionary war; for || not be confined merely to the act of 1832, but 











this evil falls exclusively upon the gallant defend- || should be extended to all the pension laws. He 
ers of their country, and delays and embarrasses | would have been glad if the gentleman [Mr. 
the payment of the debt which the gratitude of the || Grunpr] had given his counsel to the President. 





| 


| nation has awarded to them, and which, in many are ; 
| instances, is necessary for their subsistence and || ciation. Denunciation of the bank for withholding 

comfort in their declining years. || the papers given to it in charge, and attributes to 
| The character of the claim set up by the bank, || it purposes of usurpation. And weare told that the 
and the interest of the parties to be immedictely || opinion of the Attorney General had been given 
affected by it, make it my duty tosubmit the whole || on this subject. But he had ceased to the 
subject to theconsideration of Congress; andI Jeave '' opinions of the executive officers of ihe Govern- 


What was the character of them e? Denun- 
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ment the moment that they were bound to submit | not know how adequately to describe, and a fear | when the subject came back from the committee, 


to one controlling voice. Those officers aremere | 


automata. And when we know that dismisvion is 
inevitably the consequence of disobedience, how 
can we reepect their opinions as free and independ- 
ent? Fie had great respect for the Attorney Gen- | 
eral as a man; he knew his high character, and if 
he had remained at Albany, and had not come into 
this pestilential atmosphere, he would have con- 
tinued to reapect his opinion; but did the gentle- 
man suppose that when he came here, where he | 
was in constant danger of losing bis place, I could | 
respect his opinion? No, sir; no, sir. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that probably he was 
not so fortunate as the gentleman from Kentucky 
in being able to pronounce opinions upon ques- 
tions #0 important as those embraced in the mes- 
sage. The question arose out of pe laws, 
among which he thought the gendeman would 
find a marked difference. The payment of one | 
class of pensioners was to be made by the bank— | 
of another class, by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
He would oniy make a single remark further upon 
the manner in which the gentleman had spoken of 
the opinion of the Attorney General. That gen- 
tleman was his esteeme friend. He was a gen- 
tleman who could not be affected by the Senator’s 
remarks to his prejudice. The country knew the 
character of the Attorney General too well to ap- 
prove of such reflections upon his integrity. If 
there was any man within his acquaintance whose 


_ the removal of the deposites, and the breaking up || 
| of the bank; by others, that it is owing to the 

conduct of the bank itself, and that it is in the | 

| power of the bank to triumph over the danger | 
| and relieve the community. He thought it the || 


every man of business in the community feels. 
|| It was the duty of the bank to do this; but it was 


of consequences which they cannot trust their lips it would be substantially before the Senate as it 
© express to their most intimate friends. This || left it. 

was the state of things, and the country was |; Mr. KING took the opposite ground; when . 
now to pass on this great question. By someit || The VICE PRESIDENT decided that the sub- 
has been contended that it is the consequence of || ject would be open for discussion when it came 
back, just as it was now. 

The reference was then agreed to. 

Mr. POINDEXTER then moved to take up his 
resolutions, submitted on Friday; and he withdrew 
his call for the ayes and noes. 

The VICE PRESIDENT decided that the first 
resolution and a part of the third could not be en- 
tertained, because they were identical with other 

resolutions before the Senate, {Mr. Cray’s.} 
Mr. POINDEXTER then consented to modify 


duty of the bank todo all it could to relieve the 
distress; to exert its whole power, even to the verge 
of its own safety, to avert this distress, which 








| the duty of the bank, too, to look at its own situa- || them so as to destroy their identity. 


| ation—its debts were spread over the whole surface 


Mr. GRUNDY then moved that the Senate 


/ of the country, and any sudden expansion of its || adjourn; which was not agreed to. 


capacity for relief must be followed by a sudden 


| greatest deliberation in winding up its concerns, 
/or the greatest distress must inevitably ensue. 


that it could go no farther. He knew not to what 


_would go, but he thought he could perceive the 


he first resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN then moved that the third res- 
olution be laid on the table; which was agreed to— 
23 to 14. 

The Government had taken its stand and declared Mr. MORRIS then moved that the remaining 
its purpose to be, to collect and distribute its rev- || resolutions be laid on the table; which was agreed 
enue through the State banks alone. Still, he || to—yeas 21, nays 18. 

trusted the bank would discharge its duties, and The bill to allow Lamar, a citizen of Geor- 
show that no-fault remained on it; that it would } gia, to import iron for a steamboat, free of duty, 
relieve distress to its utmost capacity, and show || was read a third time, and passed; and then 

The Senate adjourned. 





contraction on every emergency; it required the 








extent these shocks of public credit and of property 


character Mr. W. respected, it was the Attorney 
General. He knew him well; so well that he | end of those public men who closed their ears 
might safely assert that neither authority nor | against the cries of distress which were coming in 
interest could coerce him into an opinion which || from all parts of the country. We have now 
his conscience dictated to him was not right. } the fact before us of great distress and pressure 

The message was referred to the Committee on || existing, and he besought gentlemen to believe it; 
the Judiciary. | he implored them to believe it and to be assured 

Mr. WRIGHT rose and said he held in his || that through all ranks and ranges of the commer- 
hand a memorial signed by citizens of the city of || cial community there had not been such distress 
New York, in which they express their opinions || for the last twenty years—he thought no man 
in relation to the embarrassments in the money || could refuse to believe it; although it extended 
market, and representing that they believea Bank |, now chiefly along the Atlantic coast, yet the wave 
of the United States to be useful and necessary. || would roll inward over the mountains and across 
He was bound to say that he received the paper || the Mississippi valley until it pervaded all parts 
from a most respectable committee of gentlemen || of the Union. 
from New York, who were now in attendance || Mr. WRIGHT observed, he did not rise to com- 
here. He felt bound to say, also, that the signa- || Ment upon the memorial, but it was his duty to 
tures to the memorial, amounting to about six || say that too great an extension had been given to 
thousand, embraced some of the most respectable || the scenes of distress, and that the memorial was 
merchants, traders, and active business men in | not to be considered as conclusive evidence of the 
that city, and that their expression was entitled to 
as much weight here as that of any equal number |, existed on the subject, and he was unwilling to 
in New York. He knew many of thegentlemen, || discuss it in this incidental manner. He differed 
and their representations ought to have great || from the petitioners as to the cause of the distress 
weight. He moved that the memorial be read, || and the proper remedy to be applied 


referred to the Committee on Finance, and print- || The petition was referred to the Committee on 
ed, with the signatures appended. | Finance. 


After the paper had been read, SPECIAL ORDER—PUBLIC DEPOSITES. 


| 
Mr. WEBSTER said that the great number of || : 
signatures to the memorial was a just testimonial | The VICE PRESIDENT having acnounced the 
to the character and respectability of the signers. | -— order to be the report of the Secretary of 
He thought it equivalent to actual proof of the | the Treasury on the removal of the deposites, and 
existence of great distress in the commercial com- | the resolutions of Mr. Cray thereon— 
munity. He doubted whether, in the whole his- || Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN resumed and con- 
tory of the Government, memorials had ever come | cluded his remarks against the report. 
before Congress, where so much pains had been | Mr. WILKINS then took the floor and moved 
taken forcibly to express the deep, wide-spread | an adjournment, but withdrew the motion at the 
conviction of embarrassment, distress, and im- | request of 
pending ruin,as was exhibited inthis. It remind- Mr. WEBSTER, who remarked that he was 
ed him more of some instances of occurrences in | perfectly willing the gentleman should proceed, as 
a European Government, in some respects a pop- || he had intimated the other day; but he wished to 
ular one, but not so much so as our own House | move the reference of the report and the second 
of Representatives, not springing so directly from || resolution thereon (Mr. CLay’s] to the Committee 
the people. He meant the British House of Com- | on Finance; and he would venture to say, if the 
mons, where in times past the House wasinvoked | gentleman would consent to the reference, that the 
by petitions with vast amounts of namesto them. | report should be made by to-morrow morning. He 
e well remember how the tables of the House | wished the committee might have an opportunity 
of Commons were loaded by petitions and memo- | of expressing the opinions they had formed on the 
rials at the commencement of our revolutionary || financial part of the report. The resolutions were 
war. He remembered an instance of a Whig | twofold. The first was ofa high political character, 
member from one of the northern counties of and not for the Committee on Finance; but if 
England having presented a petition against the | the Senate wished it, they would not shrink from 
war, and while the messenger was carrying it expressing their opinions upon it. 
along to the clerk’s table, the end dragging on the Mr. WRIGHT thought that if the whole sub- 
floor and not being visible, a member observed, | ject went to the committee, it would form the basis 
there was the head of the petition, but where was | of a report, and could not be considered as the 
the tail? He was answered that the tail had not |, direct subject of debate before the Senate when it 
yet left Yorkshire. The memorial proved thig || was returned. 





fact, too, that the distress and embarrasement was || Some further remarks were then made by Messrs. 


too serious to be scoffed at; it was too plain to be || WEBSTER, SPRAGUE, POINDEXTER, and 
mistaken. They feel a pressure which they do |! CLAY, on a point of order, who contended that, 


‘facts stated. He was aware that a controversy || 














HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 4, 1834. 


THE PENSION LAWS. 

The order of the day was declared to be the 
resolution offered by Mr. Cuitron to appoint a 
select committee to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the general pension law as to em- 
brace within its provisions those persons who were 
ergaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
1794, and the amendment of it by Mr. Bovt- 
DIN, tO appoint a committee to inquire into the 
moral effects of the — system upon the com- 
munity, and how far it ought to be abolished or 
repealed. 

Mr. POPE, of Kentucky, observed that he had 
but a few remarks to make, and that they should 
be hastily submitted. In fact, he should have con- 
tented himself with giving a silent vote on the 
resolution under consideration, had not the discus- 
sion which it provoked assumed an objectionable 
aspect. But he felt constrained to say something, 
from the fact that the debate had unnecessarily 
wandered from its legitimate sphere, and partaken 
of a spirit foreign from that good feeling and 
mutual harmony which should prevail in the 
House. He felt impelled to speak, for the double 


| purpose of presenting a few reasons why he 


thought the resolution should be adopted, and of 
redeeming from unmerited, but perhaps unin- 
tended imputation, the conduct of those who par- 
ticipated in the struggles to which the resoluticn 
refers. And although, during the discussion, 
unwarrantable imputations have been cast upon 
the pioneers and early warriors of the West, yet 
this circumstance should not provoke him to per- 
petrate oe upon his unoffending fellow-citi- 
zens of the North. He should not retaliate by 
fulminating charges against the people of that 

uarter—nor should he seek to place their con- 

uct in our warlike struggles, in disadvantageous 
contrast with that of their more western brethren. 
His purpose was to vindicate the conduct and the 
cause of his neighbors, of his friends, and of their 


| fathers, not to cast reproach, perhaps unme ‘ed, 


upon others. He was willing to admit that the 
people of the North had been ever animated by a 
disinterested attachment tocountry. He was will- 
ing to admit that the late war found their gallant 
tars upon the deep, asserting, with the cannon’s 
voice, their country’s rights—that it found them 
boldly careering ae every sea, and giving our 
stars and stripes to the breezes of every clime; 
but he asserted that it also found the western war- 
rior bleeding at every pore, and expiring upon 
every battle-field. 

Mr. Pope inquired why the usual courtesy was 
not extended to the resolution under discussion ? 
Why was it so bitterly opposed in its very incipi- 
ency? Why a cemmittee were rot permiited to 
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examine and report its merits? Were not the ob- 
jects whom it seeks to benefit worthy of the kind- 
ness and consideration of the House? Had they 
not shed their blood, periled their lives, and fought 
the battles of their country ? 


But it is objected by the gentleman.from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Burces] that the wars in which they 
were engaged were private wars; that they were 
waged for the detence of individual rights and 
property. Canthis be so? inquired Mr. P. Look 
(said he) to western history, and see if the fallacy 
of the assertion is not stamped upon every page. 
Look to general history, and it wil! be found that 
at the close of the revolutionary war, when the 
Atlantic States were enjoying the blessings of 
‘* profound peace and undisturbed repose;”” when 
the last cannon’s roar had died away upon the 
breeze; when the shrill notes of the fife had been || 
succeeded by the busy hum of revived and awa- | 
kened occupation; when the instruments of death 
were laid aside for those of more peaceful voca- 
tion, did the people of the West enjoy the same || 
happy state of things? Did they bask in the same || 
sunshine? Or were their midnight forests still || 
lighted with the flames of continued war, and the | 
very air loaded with the screams of murdered and \| 








| 


it 
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| war. 


| and trafficked in Americanscalps. ‘To such a mur- 
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and rejoiced at the successes of their country; and | 
their swords were ready then, as they ever will | 
be, ** to leap from their scabbards ”’ at the call of | 
duty. 


| it has been well remarked (said Mr. P.) by one | 


of my colleagues (Mr. Harps] that the wars | 
spoken of were a cuntinuation of the revolutionary | 

If this be so, said he, the question is at an 
end. He proposed briefly to examine that point, | 
and desired it to be borne in mind that when the | 
revolutionary war commenced we were at peace | 
with every tribe of Indians; that the British Gov- 
ernment adopted the cruel policy of stimulating the 
savages to confederate with her troops in the war, 
and to imbrue their hands in our blood; that that 
Government literally bargained in American blood, 





derous extent was this horrible policy pursued, 
that it roused the matchless Chatham to one of the 
noblest efforts of his life, and induced him to pour 
out his indignant feelings in strains of fervid elo- 
uence unparalleled in the efforts of the times. 
hen peace ensued what was the course (inquired 
Mr. P.) pursued by the British Government? Did 
that Government surrender the posts on the lakes, 
or Cid it retain them, in open vioiation of the treaty 





mangled victims? 
} 


But how (said Mr. P.) were these private wars? || 
Of what character were the campaigns under Har- || 
din, and Harmar, and Clark—the great Clark, who | 
has been justly styled the Hannibal of the West? | 
Of what character was the campaign under the || 
unfortunate St.Clair? Were these conducted to | 
carry on private wars, or predatory wars, to pro- | 
tect individual rights and property? Certainly not. | 
The rich biood that flowed in torrents at St. Clair’s | 
defeat, flowed not in a private but in a public war. | 
St. Clair did not head a self-constituted band, con- 
gregated for the purposes of plunder, or the pros- 
ecution of a private feud; but he commanded an 
army under the direction and control of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, from which author- 
ity he derived his commission of command, and | 
to which he was amenable for his conduct. Mr. || 
P. repeated that it was a public war, and, in sup- | 
port of that view, referred to the resolution of 
Congress of the 2ist July, 1787, directing ‘ the 
‘ Secretary of War to place the troops of the Uni- 
‘ted States in such positions as should afford the 
‘most effectual protection to the frontier inhab- | 
‘itants of Pennsy!vania and Virginia from the 
‘incursions and depredations of the Indians, for 
‘ preventing intrusions on the Federal lands, and | 
‘promoting a favorable issue to the intended 
*treaty.’’ He also referred to another resolution 
of the same body, requesting the Executive of Vir- 
ginia ‘* to give orders to the militia in the district 
* of Kentucky to hold themselves in readiness to 
‘ unite with the Federal troops in such operations 
‘as the officer commanding them might judge 
‘necessary for the protection of the frontiers; and 
‘ that, on the application of the commanding offi- 
‘cer of the Federal troops, the said Executive be 
‘ requested i give orders that a part of said mi- 
‘litia, not exceeding one thousand, be embodied 
‘and take such positions as the said commanding 
‘officer should direct for acting in conjunction 
‘with the Federal troops in protecting and defend- 
‘ing the frontier inhabitants, and in making such 
‘ expeditions against the Indians, in case they con- | 
‘ tinued hostile, as Congress should thereafter order 
‘and direct.” 


These resolutions, continued Mr. P., incontest- 
ably establish the fact that the Federal Govern- | 








| 
| 
| 


|| their butcheries and depredatiens. 


|| treaty of peace, but it is equaily true there was no 


| had already reached an age when their habits, good 


| and yellow leaf,’”’ and their habits were immuta- 


concluded between the two nations? It not only 
retained them, said he, but its agents actually sup- 
plied the savages from thence with all munitions 
necessary to continue the war and harass us with 
The savages 
did continue the war; and it was from these ver 

posts that the victors of the unfortunate St. Clair 
and his army derived their implements of destruc- 
tion. In the face, then, of all these facts, asserted 
by history and corroborated by the concurring tes- 
timony of the survivors of the scenes that occur- 
red, how can it be asserted that these were private 
wars, or predatory wars? How can it be doubted 
that they were a continuation of the revolutionary 
war? It is true (said Mr. P.) there was a written 


















peace. Itis true there was an avowed and stipu- 
lated suspension of hostilities, but it is equally true 
that the British Government prolonged the war 
through the meana and agency of the savagés. 
The glad tidings —— had officially gone forth; 
but still murder and rapine reigned with unmiti- 
gated fury. Mr. P. considered there was no peace 
until the actual suspension of all hostilities; until 


the allies and confederates of the British Govern- || 


ment had ceased to brandish the infernal toma- 
hawk, and until the military posts alluded to were 
actually surrendered by the British Government 
into the hands of that of the United States. He 
dismissed this part of the subject by the avowal of 
an opinion that every drop of patriot blood that 
was spilt in those wars, every soldier that was 
slain, every scalp that was taken, and every victim 
that was butchered, was all done in a common 
cause, for the common defence, and during the 
continuance of the war of the Revolution. 

Mr. P. next proceeded to notice the objection 


from Virginia, [Mr. Boutpin.] He was opposed 
to the amendment offered by that honorable gen- 
tleman. He could not agree that the tendency of 
pensions was demoralizing. In this particular 
case, it could not generate the spirit of idleness 
which the gentleman from Virginia so earnestly 
deprecated, because the objects to be pensioned 


or bad, were fixed. They were now in the “ sere 


| ble. It had been also stated in debate that the 





ment looked upon these wars as national in their 


character, and betray an anxiety on the part of the | 


public functionaries of that day to bring them toa | 
speedy termination. Yet, in despite of this testi- 
mony to the contrary, it is now gravely contended | 
that they were private wars. Certainly this as- | 


sertion cannot be predicated on the fact that the | 


western country happened to be the exclusive 
theatres of the shocking butcheries that occurred. 
Because in that view of the case, Kentucky and 
Tennessee, and other States, might with equal pro- 


it not having been waged within their territorial | 
limits. But, sir, they did notassume that ground. | 
The people of those States were animated with the 
same hopes and fears that were felt by the patriots 





of other States. They mourned over thereverses |! of gratitude. And if any unworthy citizen in 


|| Mr. P. did not think this a sound objection. 


|| in the pension laws. The system (said Mr. P.) 
priety contend that the late war was a private war, | is like everything else of human contrivance, liable 
|to be abused. But surely, said he, the possibility | 
| of such an occurrence can constitute no legitimate 


|| objection to the system itself. Let us ae 


| pension system was of demoralizing tendency, 
inasmuch as it held out inducements to Looe. 
t 
| was an objection that would apply with equal force 
| tothe laws and judicial proceedings of every State 
| in the Union. In many, or all the States, a man 
| seeking the collection of a debt, or the enforcement 
of a claim, is allowed to swear to the statements of 
his bill or affidavit. Assuredly there is as great 
| temptation to perjury held out in this ctice as 


our duty. Let us discharge a long-existing debt 


taken to the pension system by the gentieman || 
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seeking to obtain that to which he is not entitled, 
shall forswear himself, let us leave him to abide 
the judgment of his own conscience and that of his 
Maker. So far from objecting to the system, Mr. 
P. was its advocate. He was so because he 
believed all its tendencies were good; he believed 
it calculated to nerve the warrior’s arm in the 


| hour of battle, to stimulate him to deeds of nobler 


daring; to induce him to leap, with a lion’s bound, 
into the storm of the conflict, convinced of the 
justice and beneficence of his Government, and of 
its protection and support of those whom his pos- 
sible death in the struggle would leave unsheltered 
, and forlorn. 
| Mr.P. said he had deemed it his duty thus feebly 
to raise his humble voice in support of the resolu- 
tion offered by his worthy friend and colleague, 
{[Mr. Curtton;]aresolution which embraceswithin 
| Its provisions a remnant of a race of men, many 
| of whom still linger in the district he had the honor 
| to represent in Congress—a race of men whose 
| hands, he thanked Heaven, were unstained with 
— who were revered where they were best 
| known for their virtues and their valor; who were 
ardently attached to the honor and glory of their 
country, and whose last breath, he doubted not, 
| would be expended in invoking for it the blessings 
| and protection of their God. 
Mr. BOULDIN rose to address the Chair, and, 
| at the same moment, rose Mr. CROCKETY. 

The CHAIR decided that the member from 
| Tennessee [Mr. Crockett] was entitled to the 
| floor, inasmuch as the member from Virginia had 
| spoken already on this question. 
| Mr. CROCKETT said he had risen not to make 
| a miscellaneous speech. There had been too many 
| speeches of that sort already. He rose to move 
| the previous question. 
| The Chair decided that the previous question 

was not in order at present, as the gentleman from 
| Virginia would be entitled to the floor after the 
gentleman from Tennessee had yielded it. 

Mr. CROCKETT. Well, air, 1 will makea 
| little short speech. Itis well known to this House 
| and to the nation (he said) that-he had always 
| supported the pension system. He had always 
| contended that the volunteers and militiamen were 
| even better entitled to pensions than the regular 
| troops. The regulars sell themselves to the Gov- 
| ernment for a fixed price, but the volunteer goes 
into the war for the love of hiscountry. He had 
no doubt that the Indian fighters were as much 
entitled to the bounty of the Government as any 
of the soldiers of the Revolution. There was no 
question that they suffered as much as any men 
who engaged in any other service. They suffered 
as much by the scalping-knife and from the want 
of provisions. He had been accustomed to that 
sort of thing, and had taken a hand in it himself. 
His object was to move the previous question, and 
if it was not in order now, he hoped it would be 
| when the gentleman from Virginia had spoken. 
| He had now finished his speech. 

Mr. BOULDIN rose to speak, but 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. B. that but a few 
minutes remained before the expiration of the 
| hour. 
| Mr. ADAMS, of Massachusetts, had but a few 
| words to say, which, with the leave of the gentle- 
| man in poaseasion of the floor, he would say now. 
If the pension system was inconsistent with good 
_ policy, it ought to be abandoned and something 
| else substituted. But as the system was in exisi- 
| ence, he had nothing to say on that point. The 
| inquiry proposed by the resolution as to the pro- 
| priety of pensioning the persons who were engaged 
| in the Indian wars prior to 1794, was not, in his 
opinion, liable to a single objection. 

Against the object of the inquiry he had met 
with but one objection, and that was, that the In- 
dian wars which took place within the period men- 
tioned were private wars. Sir, | believe this opin- 
ion is not well founded. He believed they were 
not private wars, and thatthey were as much pub- 
lic as the war with Great Britain during the Revo- 
lution, or the late war with Great Britain. The 
conclusion of peace in 1783 left us still at war with 
the Indian tribes. He held in his hand the journals 
of the Congress of the old Confederation, from 
which it appeared that in 1784 it was proposed to 
disband the United States Army. A report was 
made in relation to Indian affairs, showing that the 
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United States were at war with the Indians, and | 


that the Indians were the aggressors. He read | 
several passages to show that the Indian wars 
were considered by Congress as public wars. 
Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, rose to | 
address the House, but 
The SPEAKER stated that the hour had ex- | 
pired. 


BANK—PENSION AGENCY. 


The SPEAKER presented a message from the 
President of the United States, relative to the 
refusal of the United States Bank to deliver up the 
books, papers, or funds, belonging to the pension 
agency, together with the correspondence between 
the Secretary of War and the President of the 
bank, with the opinion of the Attorney General. 

[The message will be found in the Senate pro- | 
ceedings. ]} 

Mr. HUBBARD moved that the message and 
accompanying documents be printed, and referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WILLIAMS made a motion, which he 
afterwards withdrew, to read the opinion of the 
Attorney General. 

Mr. WA TMOUGH trusted that no such course 
as the reference to the Committee of Ways and 
Means would be taken on the documents then pre- 
sented. They were of importance equivalent to 
any which had come before the House during the 
eession. They mark a new set of principles on 
which the conduct of the executive government is 
made to depend. They assail an institution whose 
officers have been appointed by law, without re- 
gard to the existing laws of theland. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means have got a voracious 
appetite, and seem desirous to devour all that 
comes before the House. This is a question of 


THE 4 


| not that legislation might be had on the subject? 


sent? 


| which 


law, and should be decided by a committee on || 


law. He therefore moved that the message, with 


the documents, be referred to the Judiciary Com- 1 


mittee. 
Mr. ALLAN moved the postponement of the 
subject till to-morrow. 
Tne SPEAKER having put this question, there | 
appeared 
Ayes 95, and noes 113, on it. 
Mr. HUBBARD considered the subject be- 





law, but of fact. It is a question to decide con- | 
cerning the moneys appropriated for a particular 


purpose—whether the Secretary of War has seen || to that committee, when every other connected 


that the pension agency is properly discharged, 
and the appropriations properly disbursed. 
a topic of facts relative to the funds, the jurisdic- | 
tion of which belongs expressly to the Committee | 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BARRINGER thinks that the collision has 
arisen concerning the construction of the law, and | 
therefore that the topic belongs to the Judiciary || 
Committee, as the expounders of a law in contest- | 
ation. He desired that the communication of the || 
President of the United States Bank be read. 

(This was accordingly done; and, on the re- 
quest of members, the letter of the Secretary of | 
War and the opinion of the Attorney General | 
were also read.} 

Mr. B. said that the question was not one relating || 
to the finances of the country, to which the juris- 
diction of the Committee of Ways and Means was 
limited. 

An appropriation for the pension fund had been 
made by Congress, and placed in the custody of | 
the bank, beyond the control of the Executive, || 
further than to specify the drafts in each instance || 





| 


t is || 


ticular statute, and he could not hold that any 

difference of this kind should constitute an offence 

of such a grave character that it was necessary to 

punish the bank by sending the subject to the | 
Committee of Ways and Means instead of to the 
appropriate commiitee—the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. He complained that the Executive had 

denounced the bank for having only done that || 
which they had aright to do, believing that they | 
were the agents appointed by law for the payment 
of these pensioners; and he felt warranted, from 
the tone throughout the message, in believing that, 
if the President had the power he would have | 
used it to coerce the bank for so doing. He re- 
quested honorable members to consider for what 
object was the message sent to Congress. Was it 





That they might take such steps as were neces- 
sary to be taken by them as would bring the | 
controversy to an end, without causing any fur- 
ther trouble? This being, in his opinion, the 
President’s object, the subject for their determina- | 
tion then was, to what committee should it be | 
He asked honorable members to say, if in || 
all cases where a difference arose on points of law, || 
it was not the practice of the House to refer such | 
matters to the Committee on the Judiciary, which, | 
as the judicial organ of the House, was considered | 
the appropriate one? But it would seem that it || 
was necessary to send this to the Committee of | 
Ways end Mezas. Why was it necessary that || 
that comm:ttee should be disposed to grasp at and | 
to have ali the subjects to be presented to the | 
House of importance under its control? Hecould | 
not assent to such a disposition of this message; 
and was proceeding to discuss some topics con- |! 
nected with the general bank subject, upon | 














The SPEAKER called him to order. 
Mr. B. then advocated the propriety of sending || 
the subject to the Committee on the Judiciary, as || 
he believed that he might safely predict that the || 
House, in order to settle the controversy, would || 


| be compelled to enact alaw on the subject, and | 


| mately have the subject before it. 


| 
| 


|| North Carolina, in reply to the interrogatory put | 
longed properly to the Committee of Ways and || by him, by what authority was it that he could | 
Means, as it is but auxiliary to the main question, || predicate the assunyption that the Committee of 
already referred, in conjunction with various peti- || Waysand Means had endeavored to grasp at sub- 
tions, memorials, and documents, on the bank || jects which had not been, and usually were not, 
topic, to that committee. It is not a question of || referred toit? He had no recollection of any such 


| 
| 


| bank have the impudence, as has been said else- | 





for those purposcs for which the appropriation had | 
been given. The bank was appointed the agent | 
to pay the pensions to the men entitled by law to | 


receive it; and it was permitted to pay it in its own |, should be sent. 


local currency. The agency had been entrusted | 


to the bank by law; and that agency itcannoteur- | he had as much confidence in the integrity, intel- 
1 It is neeessary, therefore, to || ligence, and capacity of the members com 
examine the legal bearings of the subject. This || the Committee on the Judiciary, and thought that || induced, by any political or other considerations, 
belongs to that committee which had assigned to || they could do as full justice to the subject as any || 
ita peculiar fitness for ge? purposes. This | other committee, yet it was not advisable to send | 
1 


e judiciary. There did || this question there; the effect of which must be to | 


render but by law. 


committee was that on t 


not appear to be any other difficulty than what 1 
arose out of the construction to be given to a par- | 


tion to the ban 


upon which the Judiciary Committee would ulti- 





Mr. CLAY rose to ask the gentleman from 


case, and he desired to know why it should be 
deemed so extraordinary now to refer this matter 


with the bank’and the revenue of the country had 
always been sent there? That this was the case 
was as well known to the gentleman who made | 
the interrogatory as it was to every other member | 
in the House. Were notall the other memorials | 
in relation to the bank committed to that commit- 
tee? HElad not the gentleman himself repeatedly, 
by former votes given by him, contributed as much 
as any one could to cause such a direction to be | 
given to such subjects? Why, then, were they to 
be called on by him, whom he challenged to give 
a single instance in which this practice was de- ; 
parted from, to renounce it? He was unwilling 
to go into motives; but if he were inclined to do | 
so, as he might be justified from the imputation 
that was endeavored to be cast upon the Commit- || 
tee of Ways and Means, was he not entitled to 
put this interrogatory with more justice, and cer- | 
tainly with more difficulty to answer: Will the | 





where, to make the attempt to dictate to Con- || 
gress at the expense of pensioners who may be | 
starving? 

The SPEAKER here reminded the gentleman 
of the necessity of confining his remarks to the | 
question to which of the committees the message | 





Mr. CLAY continued and said, that although 


| 


ing | 


| 
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| themselves making such appropriations. 





make this a separate question from others in rela- | 


which had been sent to the Com- 
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mittee of Ways and Means. He could not con- 
ceive any possible necessity existed to justify this 
being divided from the others sent to that commit- 
tee. He considered that this was unquestionably 
nothing less than tantamount to the question em- 
braced in the question of the removal of the 


| deposites. What did the pension law of 1832 


enact? Was it not attempted to be violated by 
the bank? 


The SPEAKER here reminded the gentleman 
of the necessity of confining his remarks to the 
question to which of the committees the message 
should be sent. 


Mr. CLAY hoped it was not necessary to ad- 
monish him, as S knew not when he could be 
rightfully charged with departing from the rules of 
debate. 

The SPEAKER reminded him, that he had pre- 
vented the member who preceded him from going 
into the general discussion, and that he must do 
so to every other member. 

Mr. C. expressed his willingness to submit to 
the decision of the Chair; and proceeded to argue 
that, inasmuch as all bills making appropriations 
of the public money emanated from the Committee 
of Waysand Means, the money to pay these pen- 
sions was appropriated, and the bill doing this had 
originated in thatcommittee. It should, therefore, 
be now deemed the most appropriate committee to 
dispose of the matter at issue between the bank 
po the Government. Fle referred to, and quoted, 
the 57th rule of the House, which showed that upon 
that committee was enjoined the duty of taking 
into consideration all the reports from the Treas- 


|| ury Department, into which they were to examine, 


report thereon, examine into the state of the pub- 
lic departments, and particularly into the laws 
After a 
few remarks in explanation between Mr. Barrin- 
Ger and himself, Mr. C. expressed his hope that 
the subject would be sent to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


Mr. CHILTON humorously remarked, that the 
anxiety of his friend, the member from Alabama, 
{Mr. Cray,] to discuss the general subject con- 
nected with the bank, as was evinced by his several 
attempts to do so during the present debate, and 
which, in his mind, had nothing to do with it, 


| reminded him of the story told of a truant school- 


boy, who, when questioned by his master, ‘* how 
it happened that he was generally late or absent 


'| from school,”’ gave for excuse, ‘* that the ground 


was so slippery with ice, that for every step he 
went forward, he went two backwards.” ‘* Well, 
then,”’ rejoined the master, ‘‘ how do you account 
for coming here at all?”? The boy logically ac- 
counted forit by stating ‘* that he was only enabled 
to do so by starting off in an opposite direction;”’ 
and the boy’s practice was followed out by the 
member from Alabama, to effect his purpose in the 
present discussion. Mr. C. advocated the propri- 


|| ety of sending the message to the Committee on the 


Judiciary in preference to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. It appeared that the Executive, be- 
fore sending it to the House, had laid it before his 
judicial officer, the Attorney General, as he felt 
there was a difficulty in the way. He considered 
that a judicial tribunal was the first to be re- 
sorted to, and was competent solely to pronounce 
upon it. Why, then, he would ask, should they 
hesitate to follow this example, and for what ob- 
ject? 

, A reason had been given the other day by the 
honorable mover of the reference to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, upon some matter be- 


|| fore the House, ** that it was an imputation to with- 


hold.”’ If this was a good reason for that honor- 
able member to urge, might he not retort now, and 


|| say that, as it was usual to refer such a subject as 


this message to the Judiciary Committee, it would 
be an imputation upon that committee not to do so, 
as it was their usual practice in such cases? He 
entreated, if there was anything like order or con- 


| sistency in their rules to be observed, that this 


would be done, and that the House would not be 


to give the subject any other than the direction 
they ought to give it. If it was in order for him 
to go into inuendoes, he might say, we have seen 
a rising storm—— 

The SPEAKER here called to order. 
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say 


1834. 


Mr. C. assured the Chair he was only going to 
allay the storm, and remarked, that although he 
sapere that he himself ought to know where 








e should stop, but as the Chair was of a different | 


opinion, he would yield to that opinion, and then | 


conclude. 
Mr. BINNEY said he understood the rule of 
order’ as the honorable Speaker had already more 


General had not been submitted to the bank or to | 


| United States, not asa place of deposite, but as the 
|, agent for disbursing the fund. The Secretary had | 


| no control over the money. Why has the ques- 
than once stated it. The opinion of the Attorney | 


this House, and it was proper that, before it was | 


discussed, it should be examined by the Judiciary 
Committee. As to the old soldiers, he had the 
utmost possible kindness for them, and his per- | 
sonal regard for the bank would not, in any way, | 
conflict with his feelings towards them. But the. 
bank had not refused to pay the pensions to the 
old soldiers, but would continue to pay them ‘As 
heretofore, in the manner authorized by law. He 
went into a view of the duties of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to show that they related en- 


sum3 necessary for public uses. But it was said | 
that the memorials relative to the bank had all gone | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and, there- | 
fore, that was the proper committee for the con- | 
sideration of this subject. 
answers: first, that the memorials were improp- 
erly referred to that committee, but as it had been 
decided that it was proper, he weuld waive that 
objection. The other answer was, that the ques- 
tion of restitution was connected with the subjects 
belonging to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


To this he had two | ; 
|| found that the question presented by the message | 
| was intimately connected with the subjects here- || of War, who has the appointment of what agents 


| duties assigned to the Committee of Ways and 


: || to consider how the money was to be disbursed in || 
tirely to the means of raising revenue, and the | 


| conformity with the law. The disbursement ofa | 


| Means. 
| House to devolve this subject expressly upon that || 
|| committee. By the 57th rule it was made the duty 


The bank had asserted no right over this public | 


money, but they say that, though this was an | 


onerous duty imposed upon them, yet they had | 
undertaken it, and were, therefore, bound to dis- | 
charge it in the manner authorized by the commit- | 
tee of Congress. It was, therefore, a question of | 
the interpretation of a judicial statute. It referred, 


he was averse to its going to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, even if it had any relation to | 


the questions properly belonging to that commit- | 


tee. Man was man; and the excitement already 
produced among the members of that committee | 


| 
} 


would necessarily be extended to this subject, and || 


Another reason || ®¢knowledged for once that the President had sent 


influence their decision upon it. 
was, that it was due to the old soldiers to havea 
separate discussion and decision of this question. 
If it was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means it would become mixed up with the whole | 
question of the deposites, and its decision would | 
be postponed until a final decision of that ques- | 
tion should be had, which would not be until the | 
close of the session. The bank, upon a decision 
of the House that she shall be relieved from the 


duty of disbursing this money, will be very willing || 
to give up the money. What does she want with | 


this half a million of dollars? He hoped the ques- 
tion would be decided very speedily, and he was 





if the subject was referred to the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, said, if it was the 
object to have the legal question inquired into and 
reported upon, then, oars 2 parliamentary | 
practice and the rules of the House, the subject 
ought to be referred to the Judiciary Committee: 
not, however, because that committee was more 
competent to the duty, but because it related to 
duties assigned tothem. If he was compelled to 
say which committee embraced the best legal abil- 
ity, he would say that it was the Committee of | 
Ways and Means; but that was not the question. 
If, again, the object of the inquiry was to find where 
aoe of the transaction lies, or to institute a | 
legal proceeding against the bank, the Judiciary 
Committee was the proper one. If we are to go to | 
a legislative act, and express a declaratory law of | 





the meaning of the act of 1832, the subject belongs || 


to the Judiciary Committee. But if the House 
thinks that a regard for the public interests require 
that the agents should be changed—that by a 
new law new agents should be constituted for 
the disbursement of pensions, then the subject 
belongs properly to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. FOSTER said that though a member of | 
the Judiciary Committee, he was averse to en- 
gaging in this contest between committees. But 
the importance of the question involved here in- 








‘| moneys have been disbursed conformably with 
| y 
| 
| 


| 


| 





} 
| 





|| itis a legal question, requiring a legal investiga- | 
|| tion. 


| 
} 








| 


in no possible form, to the subject of revenue. But | Comm 


| would have been called on to express an opinion. 


volved with the deposite question. We placed the 
— fund under the control of the Secretary of 
ar. The Secretary placed it in the Bank of the 


tion been given to the Attorney General? Because 
it was a question of the construction of a law. 
The Committee of Ways and Means had nothing 
to do with the question, because the money had 
long since been appropriated. 


Mr. WAYNE expressed the opinion that the 


Means related to the appropriation of money, and || 
to the proper and legal disbursement of the money 

appropriated. Now the question arose, under the 
law of 1832, who should make the disbursement; 
and it fell upon the Committee of Ways and Meana 
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|| duced him to express his opinion. We could | the Judiciary Committee, who have less business 
| make no question, it seemed, which was not in- | on hand, it will receive proper and prompt atten- 


|, tees, would point to the committee un 
|| jurisdiction this subject more immediately comes. 

| The objectof the Judiciary Committee is stated in 
| the 63d rule to be limited to judicial 


fund was necessarily connected with the subject of | 


the revenue, and therefore belonged to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. LANE said that, upon examination, he had 


tofore referred to the Commitiee of Ways and 
He understood the 57th rule of the 


of the Committee of Ways and Means “to ex- 
‘amine particularly into the laws making appro- || 
‘priations of moneys, and to report whether the 


‘such laws.” If this wae a controversy whether || 


|| one or another should disburse the pension fund, 


it belonged, by the very letter of the rule, to the 
eof Ways and Means. The 63d rule 
assigns duties to the Committee on the Judiciary | 


money was to be disoursed by A or B? 





tion. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY thinks that a due consider- 


| ation of the rules of the House which explain the 
| proper functions of the several ae commit- 


er whose 


roceedings. 
Now there is no topic of that kind before the 
House, no judicial proceedings in any court, nor 


| any action of that nature, to obtain the moneys and 
|| papers withheld by the bank from the Secretary 


of War; and as there are not now any judicial 
proceedings, the House cannot contemplate any. 
If the Executive desired to inatitute an action on 
the subject, there is already sufficient power in- 
vested in the Government for the recovery of all 
moneys, &c., due to it. Its authority being now 
ample, no additional will be required; and as it 
has not been thought proper to appeal to judicial 
proceedings under this authority, no such pro- 
ceedings can be contemplated by an appeal to Sen 
gress to arm the Government with further powers. 

The bank has received an appropriation of 
$500,000 for the pension agency fund. The con- 


| trol over this fund has been given to the Secretary 


touching all judicial proceedings. Wouldany one || 9F Moneys of the nation. 


say that this was a judicial question—whether || 


he senet it and the mode whereby it is expended. 


said that the President had sent the papers here || 


without motive. He was very happy to hear it 


us documents without any unworthy motives. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania says that the 
communication from the president of the bank 
is full, clear, and candid. Yes, sir, all that comes 
from the bank is pure and unsullied as snow. 


Mr. JONES, of Georgia, considers the subject || Were the question one on an action to recover 


a judicial question, arising from the construction | 
of an act of Congress—whether the bank is the | 


to pay the pensions ordered. 
nor less than this. There is no question concern- | 
ing a sum to be raised, nor any concerning an ap- | 


|| propriation to be raised, but whether some other || 
sure that an early decision would not be obtained | 


officers shall be elected to pay the pensions. 
The President’s call on the Attorney General for | 
a legal opinion, shows that in his judgment at least || 


Had it been a question of finance, the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury, not the Attorney General, 


This is, therefore, a presumptive proof that the | 
question is within the pectliar jurisdiction of the || 
Committee on the Judiciary, not the Committee of | 
Ways and Means. 

He regrets that his friends, or those with whom | 
he votes and concurs in opinion on the deposite || 
question, should intermingle this subject with that. || 
He considers it better not to have them entangled. || 
By the bank charter, the Secretary of the Treas- || 
ury has full power to remove the deposites from || 
the United States Bank, if he assigns sufficient 
reasons for his so doing. But the present subject ] 
is, whether one officer or agent shall be preferred | 
to another. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have such 
an accumulation of business before them, that they | 
will not have time, even if they have inclination, | 
to devote that attention requisite to the pension | 
agency of the bank. With that committee it must | 
necessarily be but auxiliary to the main question, | 
which would be reported on perhaps previously to 
considering this question; and the pension agency | 
must be suspended in the interval. But when it 
is exhibited as an isolated question, consigned to 


> 


proper disbursing agent, and is legally empowered | pop 


It is neither more || 





he pleases in the management of the concerns of 
his department. If the vank will not pay the pen- 


| sions which will be payable in March, and refuses 
_ to submit to a transfer of the pension fund, then 


must Congress be required to order another appro- 


| priation for that greens: This is surely not the 
|, business of the 


ommittee on the Judiciary, nor 
of the Committee on Pensions, nor of any other 
committee but thatof Ways and Means. By the 
57th rule, the functions of this last committee 
extend to the control of everything relating to cal- 
lecting, keeping, and appropriating the revenues 
This committee is to 
decide concerning the means of raising revenue, 
The sub- 
ject is therefore strictly referable to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 
Mr. McKINLEY asserted that the question 
really is, the jurisdiction of the respective commit- 
tees. Now every executive department is account- 


| able to the Committee of Ways and Means for 


the due discharge of its duties, and this committee 
is to investigate every transaction relative to the 
receipts and expenditures of the national Treasury. 


money, it might belong to the Judiciary Commit- 
But where it involves the accountability of 
an agent in the disbursement of the public funds, 
it is a question properly within cognizance of 
of the Committee of Ways an a. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, e . He stated 
that the alternative of reference should be decided 
only according to the object contemplated by the 
reference. If the House merely sought to have 
an investigation of a legal question, and to have 
an opinion expressed in a report of a committee 
on that subject, then should the reference be made 
to the Judiciary Committee. But if something 
farther; if legislative action consequent on a legal 
investigation be required, then should the refer- 
ence be to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
So, if itis only to try who is wrong in the con- 
struction of the act relative to the agency of the 
pension fund, still it is the province of the Judici- 
ary Committee; but if itis to try whether the bank 


| shall continue its agency, or if it is thought neces- 


sary to change the paying agents and officers of 
the pensfon fund in accordance with the new fiscal 
arrangements contemplated by the Executive Gov- 
ernment, then the subject devolves on the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means; for to this committee, 
not to any other, belongs the question of agency 
in all matters affecting the national revenue. To 
continue former agents, or appoint new ones, be- 
longs more properly to the Committee of Ways 
and Means than to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the first two pages of 
the President’s message be read, which was done 
accordingly. 

Mr. DENNY submitted an amendment to in- 
struct the Committee of Ways and Means to 
report a bill requiring the Secretary of War to 
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rescind the order given to the Bank of the United 
States, &c., for the payment of pensioners. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, called for the pre- 
vious question, and the House having seconded 
the cali—ayes 109, noes not counted— 

Mr. DENNY demanded the yeas and nays on | 


the previous question; Which were ordered; and || 


the House decided that the main question should 
be put—ayes 119, noes 96. 

‘The main question then being to refer the mes- 
sage, &c., to the Committeeof Ways and Means, 
it was decided in the affirmative; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 
Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, | 
James Biair, John Blair, Bodle, Boon, Brown, | 


Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Carmichael, Casey, || 


8. Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, Cramer, | 
Diekeraon, Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, | 


W. K. Fuller, Gillet, Joseph Hall, T. H. Hall, || 


Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, | 
Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Ret Heath, | 
Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntingdon, | 
Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah John- | 
son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, | 
Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, Luke Lea, | 
Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah Mann, 

Joel K. Mann, Moses Sheaoe, Mchuiire, McKim, | 
McKinley, McLene, McVean, Miller, Henry | 
Mitchell, Robert Mitchel, Murphy, Osgood, Page, | 
Parks, Patterson, Peyton, D. y. Reaves, Franklin | 
Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Shinn, | 
Charles Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stod- | 
dert, Sutherland, W. Taylor, Francis Thomas, | 
John Thomson, Turner, Turnll, Vanderpoel, Van 


Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, || 


Webster, Whallon, C. P. White—107. 
NA YS—Meesrs. J. Q@. Adams, Heman Allen, | 


C. Allan, Archer, Ashley, Barber, Barnitz, Bar- || 


ringer, Bates, Baylies, Beatty, James M. Bell, Bin- 
ney, Bockee, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, Burd, Cage, | 
Carr, Chambers, Chilton, Choate, Claiborne, W. | 
Clark , Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter,Crane, | 
Crockett, bpistingnon: W.R. Davis, Amos Davis, | 
Davenport, Debverry, Deming, Denny, Dennis, | 
Duncan, Evans, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, | 
Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Foster, Philo C. | 
Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Gilmer, Gordon, Gor- | 
ham, Graham, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland 

Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, 

Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, W. C. Johnson, | 
Seaborn Jones, Laporte, Lay, Lewis, Love, Mar- | 
tindale, Marshall, Mardis, McComas, McKay, | 
McKennan, Milligan, Muhlenberg; Parker, Pat- 

ton, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, Rencher, | 
Schley, Selden, William B. Shepard, Augustus H. 

Shepperd, Wm. Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, | 
P. Thomas, Tompkins, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, 









Watmough, E . White, Elisha Whittlesey, | 
Wilde, Willj ise, Young—106. 


The result been announced that the mo- 
tion for reference to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means prevailed, there was some marks of ap- | 
plause, ~ a of hands, &c., heard. 

The SPEAKER directed the galleries to be | 
cleared by the Sergeant-at-Arms. 

A motion made for adjournment was suspended 
until that was done. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms proceeded to execute his 
duty; during which 


Mr. WHITTLESEY remarked that he believed || 


the noise that had been heard did not proceed from | 
the gallery, but came from the Hail. 

The motion of adjournment was then carried, 
and at half-past six o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 5, 1834. 





On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the vote of | 
yesterday on one of his resolutions, referring it to | 
the Committee on Finance, was reconsidered, and 
the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- 


nance, made a long report on the subject of the || exercise of the power upon which the removal of 


Secretary of the Treasury’s reasons for the re- | 

moval of the deposites; which was read. 
{One hour and a half was occupied in its read- | 

ing.) 

The report concluded by recommending os} 


adoption of Mr. Cray’s second resolution. 





Day, || 


|| Mr. WEBSTER moved that the report be 
\| printed. 


‘| Mr.CHAMBERS moved that 6,000 additional 
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in thus acquitting them of intentionally acting in 
this matter, they were not to be altogether ex- 
cused when they respectively committed what 


copies of the report be printed for the purpose of || he considered gross dereliction of their duties. 


| distribution. 


The remainder of the day was occupied in dis- 


tion. 
The Senate then, on motion of Mr.WILKINS, 
adjourned. 


} 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnesvay, February 5, 1834. 


| The standing commit’ees reported various pri- 
vate bills for the relief of individuals. 

A report was presented relative to marine ap- 
prenticeships. A 

A bill was reported making appropriations for 
the surveys, &c., of various enumerated harbors, 
for 1834. 
| Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 


the civil and diplomatic expenditures of Govern- || 


ment for 1834. 

The SPEAKER presented various communi- 
cations from minor branches of the executive 
departments, in obedience to resolutions passed 
recently by the House. 

| Mr.WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, asked the unan- 

_imous consent of the House that so many of the 
engrossed bills as practicable should be read a 

| third time, before the hour of resuming the discus- 
sion of the deposites. Granted. 


The House proceeded to the orders of the day, 
being 
THE. REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
| The House having resumed the consiggration 
of the motion to refer the report of the Stcretary 
of the Treasury on the deposites to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means—the question being 
on the amendment submitted by Mr. Jones as an 
amendment to that previously submitted by Mr. 
McDourrie, viz: to add to the motion for refer- 
ence the following instructions to that committee: 
‘** Inquire into the expediency of depositing the 
* revenue hereafter collected in the State banks in 
‘the different States where the same is collected, 
‘in proportion to their respective capitals paid in, 
‘and to prescribe the terms on which the same 
‘shall be deposited, and to report by bill or other- 
| * wise” — 
| Mr. ARCHER had the floor from the previous 

adjournment of the debate, but gave way at the 
instance of 

Mr. McKINLEY, who desired to express the 
hope that some disposition would be come to by 
the House, as had been come to by the Senate on 
this question, and that after the gentleman from 
Virginia should conclude, that the House would 
be prepared to take the question. 


Although he 


|| had not spoken himself, as he was desirous to do, 
_ he would forego his purpose of doing so for the 


present, that if the subject was referred, they 


|| might have a report presented, upon which they 
|| could have full discussion. This, in his opinion, 


| was in every point of view the most desirable 
course to take; but in giving this notice to the 
| House, he did not wish to coerce them. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know what was the 
notice submitted by the gentleman. Did he mean 
by his notice that the House were to stop the 
| debate? : 
| Mr. McKINLEY regretted that his language 
| should have been construed into anything more 
than what he intended to express, which was 


cussing this motion, which resulted in its adop- |) The Secretary of the Treasury was only his agent. 


——— 





| his wish that there would be some termination to. 


ject. 
| The SPEAKER here interposed; upon which 
Mr. ARCHER resumed his remarks. He said, 


|| on the former day when interrupted, he was about 


to examine ihe arguments used to sustain the 


the deposites was made. The first question re- 
_ lated to the relative power conferred on either the 
| President or the Secretary. In the outset of his 
| remarks, he felt it due to himself, and he owed it 
to them to state, that he did not believe they 
had knowingly transcended their powers. Yet, 








|| the debate on this preliminary part of the sub- || 


He viewed the act of the removal, as had not 
been denied, to have been the act of the President. 


The language used in his paper, read to the Cab- 
inet, wherein the time was announced that the 
removal should take place, fully proved that this 
measure was, beyond doubt, hisown. He con- 
sidered that, if the doctrines advanced to maintain 
that the Executive possessed rightfully any con- 
trol, went to sap the foundations of all that was 
essential to free governments, and they were con- 
tradicted by the whole course taken by the fra- 
—_ of the Constitution, whose endeavor had 

to place such guards upon the Treasury as 
would prevent what was termed the union of the 
purse and the sword, and thus place guards to the 
designs of an ambitious Chief Magistrate. He 
could not assent to what was urged by the mem- 
bers from New York and Georgia, who had jus- 
tified the Executive measure, that because Con- 
gress had the power to declare war, raise money, 


| &c., that there was no danger to be apprehended. 
| But the dangers to be apprehended consisted not 
| in his raising troops, but in commanding them. 


The argument advanced seemed to prove that 
we ought to giwe the whole money-power to the 
Executive. 

He next contended that when the departments 
of the Government were fixed and established in 
1789, the Secretary of the Treasury was not made 
strictly an executive officer, as other heads of de- 
partments in the Government; for there was asso- 
ciated with him in that department an officer—the 
Treasurer of the United States—in whom was 
lodged at least some of the power to act in relation 
to all the transfers to be made of the public money. 
If this were not so, he asked why was it that the 
Treasurer, not the Secretary, was required to give 
bonds, &c., for the faithful discharge of the high 
trust reposed in him? Reviewing, then, all the 
circumstances connected with the first formation 
of that department, and its connection with the 
fiscal affairs of the nation, he thought there could 
not be any doubt now that the Secretary was 
merely a legislative agent, and not an executive 
one, to carry into effect the directions to be given 
by Congress. He argued this from the fact that 
Congress had appointed other official persons in 
that capacity, who might just as well claim to be 
executive officers as that officer. The Chief Jus- 
tice was appointed to transact important business 


|| alung with the Secretaries and others, as commis- 


sioners to pay off the public debt; and yet, could 
he turn about and say that he was other than a 
legislative agent, created by Congress todo a cer- 
tain act? Surely not. 

Mr. A. next proceeded to review the argument 
used, **that because the power was given to the 
President by the Constitution to dismiss the Sec- 
retary, therefore that the power to direct that offi- 
cer was thereby implied.’’ But reasoning on this 
by analogy with other powers given and used b 
the President, he came to the conclusion that it 
was not the intention of the framers of the Consti- 
tution to _— to the President any such power. 
He argued at length against the reasons adduced 
by the Secretary to support the position that he, 
not Congress, had any control over the funds 
lodged in the Bank of the United States. Hecon- 
sidered that the Secretary had, in assuming this, 
contradicted the doctrine held by Mr. Dallas upon 
the duties of the Treasury officers. Mr. D. had, 
when the bank was incorperated, shown that he 
placed the Secretary and the Treasurer to act, in 
their respective capacities, as checks upon one 
another—the Secretary being to direct the pay 
ments, whilst the Treasurer was to perform. He 
alone was to do the act; and, in accordance With 
this, the various transfers were literally made, di- 
recting the moneys of the public, wherever placed, 
to be lodged, not to the Secretary’s credit, but to 
that of the Treasurer; and from this he argued 
against the right of exclusive control assumed by 
the Secretary, or otherwise there must have been 
injustice done the Treasurer in requiring him to 
give bonds and security for the faithful perform- 
ance of a duty, the control of which he was de- 


prived. 
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1834. 


Mr. A. proceeded to comment at great length 
upon the several reasons given by the Secretary of 
the Treasury for the removal of the deposites. 
He denied the power of the Secretary to inter- 








fere with the currency, upon reasons tounded on | 


ublic convenience. Such a power submitted to 


the discretion of the Secretary the control of the | 
property, the credit, and the honor of every indi- | 


vidual. ‘The course taken by the bank in its de- 
fence, by curtailing its operations, he defended a8 

roper and necessary. The course of the Admin- 
istration he thought would not be tolerated by the 


people. Indications from every quarter, acer 
irginia, | 


from the South and from the State of 
showed that the spirit of the wa was roused 
ainst the usurpations of the Executive. 

When Mr. ARCHER concluded his remarks, 
several members simultaneously addressed the 
Chair, but the floor was obtained by Mr. PEY- 
TON, of Tennessee. 


Mr. PEYTON commenced his remarks by | 
to the combination arrayed against the | 


alludin 
Executive on this question. Gentlemen who had 
formerly stood like tigers, ready to spring at each 
other’s throats, now embrace each other in their 
patriotic arms. 
tion those who recently brought the country to the 
brink of ruin? What had united them? Was it 
love, or deadly hate, or patrio.c zeal? It was 
patriotic in gentlemen to guard the people’s aban ; 
for man should love his country more than self, 
and next toGod. Should to-morrow’s sun behold 
this Administration swept away—if every member 
of it should meet his Brutus while he sleeps, would 
the new attachment which has thus sprung up be- 
tween these individuals continue? As soon would 
winter combine with summer, as those factions 
with each other. Their fixed and settled determ- 
ination was to rule or ruin. They talk of Cesar 
and all other tyrants whom poets or historians 
have handed down to us. ow, he would ask 
any man to reflect on all the examples of the sub- 
version of popular liberty, and then say whether 
it has not always been effected through the means 
of disappointed factions. They induce the people 
to consider themselves as slaves; shed their patri- 
otic tears over the Constitution, and on either 
side of the same question; and then they are pre- 

ared for the struggle. Mr. P. went back to see 
oe Cesar obtained his power, and showed that 


it was by uniting two contending factions, and | 


through them breaking down the influence of 
Cato with the Senate and the people. In this way 
would the liberties of this country be destroyed. 
Some gentlemen of transcendent talent and mor- 
tified ambition would unite to wield the press 
and the money-power of the country. Bat the 
gentleman from South Carolina gives us his plan 
for preventing the union of the purse and the 
sword, the apprehension of which so much alarms 


“him. He says that the Bank of the United States |, 


ought, by constitutional provision, to be compelled 
to take the political field on every election; for he 
wishes the bank to throw its weight against the 
Administration. Thirty-five millions must be 
thrown into the scale of him who is the opponent 
of the incumbent. As the bank has elected one 
candidate, it must turn round and oppene him. In 
this way the bank would elect all the Presidents, 
and the sword and the purse would be effectually 
united. 

It seems that the present incumbent is governed 
by impulse and passion, and has no fixed principles. 

he gentleman from South Carolina has never dis- 


covered this from his own acquaintance with the || 


President; but he had told us that he derived the 
information from the ex-Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, who himself had not discovered it till he went 
home and consulted his daddy. 

He should like to see one question settled. It 
had been said that seventy-five men elected the 
incumbent. They must deserve t credit for 
their talents. But he was inclined to believe that 
those who claimed the least credit for the service 
had most to do with it; to wit—the people. 

Mr. P. then adverted to the power and influ- 
ence of the bank, its control of the State banks, 
and its power to fix the value of property in any 
part of the United States, by expanding and con- 
tracting its currency, as furnishing a strong reason 
for inhibiting it from ae in any manner 
with elections. The power of the institution was 
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Are not the leaders of this coali- || 


157 


| now felt in ever part of the country. High | Mr. WILKINS continued, protesting that the 
charges were made against it, and it tortured the | pictures drawn by the two gentlemen were too 
people, to wring from them their reluctant sup- || highly colored, calculated to keep up the panic in 
port. If the bank could, at this day, move the || the country, and were uncalled for by any act of 
people by torture, at another and later period, it || the Government; because, if the late report of the 
| might say of an opponent, ** Off with his head.’’? || Committee on Finance were analyzed, although it 
The President, with all his power, cannot print || Was written with great ability, yet it amounted to 
a single document of any kind. If the bank can || no more thian that the great, emergency for the 
do this, with the public money, they can find dag- | removal of the deposites had not arrived when the 
gers for public servants. The bank asserts, in | act was done; the Secretary had the power, but 
fact, the right to spend every dollar in its vaults | the time and occasion was not justified by expedi- 
in carrying on a war with its adversaries. | ency. It did not state that an emergency might 
Here Mr. PEYTON, without concluding, yield- | not happen, but that it had not happened. On the 
ed the floor to Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, on whose || first of December, 1833, when he left home for 
motion the House adjourned. | this place, there was nota cry or Whimper among 
| the people. He traveled through Pennsylvania, 
IN SENATE || the elections were over, the removal of the depos- 
* P )| ites had taken place, and the whole political char- 
Tuurspar, February 6, 1834. _ acter of the State was changed in favor of the man 
After the presentation of petitions and reports of | Who caused the removal. The distress, then, was 
committees, caused by the bank; he wished it had taken a dif- 
The Senate then proceeded to the special order || ferent course, and negotiated with the Administra- 
of the day, being Mr. Cray’s resolution on the || tion and with Congress, and had suspended its 
| || oppressive course, until Congress had acted. But 
REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. | they have concluded to pursue a different course; 
Mr. WILKINS rose and said that, more than || although the agent of the Government, they have 
forty years ago, on an occasion like the present, |’ warred with its principles, and adopted a system 
the venerable Mr. Madison observed that ‘the | of cruel restriction with the people, when it was as 
‘ present question should be conducted with mod- || much in their power to have adopted a different 
‘eration and candor; and tragic representations, || system. He had no objection to this course, but 
‘ warmth, and passion, ought not to assume the | he only asked of them to yield to Congress the 
| * preponderance, instead of reason.’” He would || right of resisting them. If the bank had exercised 
| endeavor to profit by the recommendation of that | 


kind feelings and charity, it would have been far 
| sage and patriot, although he had but little hope | better and more creditable to them. 


_ of shedding new light ona subject which had been || But, it is said, the President hag united the purse 
so exhausted by those who had preceded him.| and the sword. Sir, there can be no such thing. 

Wide, and unnecessarily wide, as the field had | So long as the people are enlightened and uncor- 

been enlarged, those skilful gleaners had passed | rupt, the thing is impossible. If his object had 
over it without leaving scarcely a grain behind. | been corrupt; if he had designed to unite the purse 

He declared that he entered upon this debate re- | with the sword, he would have seized on the bank. 
| luctantly, not to shun responsibility, but from an !| But what has been his course? He has thrown 

indisposition to tax the patience of the Senate | away power; he has disclaimed it. The union of 

farther. For the truth of this remark, he might | the purse and the sword, in the Chief Magistrate, 
_ appeal to the fact, that since he had had the honor || supposes that when he had, after an eventful life, 
| of a seat here, he had been rather a listener thana | reached the Presidency, he had abandoned his pa- 
| debater. During the last Congress, by an almost || triotism and all those high honors which have 
| unanimous vote of the Legislature of his State, || been heaped upon him, and was now governed by 
| he was instructed to vote for the Bank of the Uni- | a low, grovelling ambition, and a sordid passion. 
_ ted States, and he did not scruple to vote for its | Yet, what has he done? Instead of uniting with 
_recharter; in obedience to those instructions. He || the most powerful institution on earth, he has re- 

voted for the bill which was reported by the com- | moved the deposites to the local banks. Has he 
| mittee. It was fortunate that on all sides of the || gone to that bank where all power isconcentrated 

House the question of recharter of the bank was || —to that bank capable of producing all this dis- 
laid on the shelf. The present was an abstract, || tress and pressure? No. If his object had been 
insulated question, having no reference to the || power, he would have gone to that bank seeking 
| objects which arise out of it. And without any || to obtain a recharter, and there have made his 
| danger, therefore, of coming into collision with his || bargain. He would have gone to an institution 
| own State, he was left to pursue his own course || having so much influence over the people, not to 
| upon the resolutions of the gentleman from Ken- || the State banks, which cannot have any uniformity 
'tucky. ‘Tragic representations, and frightful pic- || of action, but to the Bank of the United States, 

tures of distress in the country, the Constitution || rich in coin, influence, and power, which it thinks 
| lying bleeding under foot, and approaching civil || neither the Government or people can control—to 
| war and bloodshed, were presented to our view. {| the bank which says it can annibilate the Siate 

The gloom of ’76 was said to be overhanging us. || banks. If all this proves anything, it proves his 
The President is called a despot, grasping at all| high mindedness. He says to the bank, begone; 
the powers of the Government, seizing upon the || although you have a majority in the House of 
purse and sword of the nation, a public robber of || Representatives, | have vetoed you. This would 
the rights and treasure of the peole—these are | not have been his course, if he had contemplated 
placed in the foreground of the picture, while the | a union of the purse and sword. He came now 
real merits of the question are cast entirely in the | to speak of the Government directors—officers 
| background. If we were to judge of politics by | holding their commissions under the Government; 
| the same rules which govern in physical phenom- | and he contended the President was right in the 
| ena, it might be said that al these evils were to | course he pursued, in obtaining information from 
| overtake us. Until this debate began, and long || thosedirectors, and they were right in communi- 

after the removal of the deposites, we enjoyed an || cating it to him. He had turned his attention to 
| entire calm; the people confided in an almost un- | this subject, and he had found it was the friends 

paralleled degree in the Adininistration; and if there | of the bank who insisted, at the time it was char- 
was any change known, it was only in the increase || tered, that the Government ought to have sentinels 


| of its popularity. This wide-spread evil existed | at the board. But take up the charter fora moment, 
| in this second resolution alone. 
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nfraction of the charter—the money wasall safe— 

the treasure was there—not a dollar was drawn 
out or appropriated but in accordance*with law. 
If to touch this money corporation was to involve 
us in the gloom of ’76, gentlemen ought to delib- 
erate before they vote to revive such a corporation, 
which can revisit us with such disasters. 

{An explanation here ensued between Mr. | 
WEBSTER, Mr. SOUTHARD, and Mr. WIL- | 
KINS, relative to some imputed expressions, 
which the two former gentlemen disclaimed. } 








It admitted the || and on its face the President is justified in the 
ated of removing the deposites—there was no 


course he has pursued, as well as the directors, and 


| it will also be found that the President took the 
| only course that was within his reach. 

Mr. W. then adverted to each article of the char- 
| ter in succes«ion, to show that the President could 
| arrive at no knowledge of the conduct of the bank, 
| except through the Government directors. 
| Hecontinued. Take up the charter itself, and 

it will be seen he had no other source of informa- 
tion, but through the public directors. And what 
| was the attitude of the bank in reference to those 
‘directors? That of rank hostility. It would have 


—— 
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been in vain to apply for information to the body 
of the directors. 

The President, therefore, addressed a letter to | 
the Government directors. ‘There was no secrecy | 
enjoined in it,as had been contended. Itenjoined | 
on them riot to take rumor or newspaper publica- 
tions for their guide, but to let their information | 
come from their awn actual knowledge. The | 





what they knew to be true, because he had a pub- 
lic duty to perform, which made it necessary for 
him to know the conduct of the bank. Mr. W. 
here read a letter of Mr. Crawford’s, dated 3d 
July, 1817, addressed to the directors of the Bank | 
of the United States, in reply to the complaints | 
which had been made against the bank on the sub- | 
ject of the internal exchanges of thecountry. The | 


| 
' 
| 





letter was written with the knowledge of the Pres- || 
ident, and claimed the right to apply to the Gov- || 


ernment directors alone for information. The 
President had the right then, and it was the duty 
of the directors, to answer as they did. They were | 
public officers, and, by the words of the charter, | 
the President could remove them. And how had | 
they performed their duty? Notas spies; but as | 
trusty sentinels they had given thetruth in a man- | 
ner which would justify the Senate in confirming’ 
their nominations. Since this discussion com- 
menced, he had adverted to another fact. Heallu- 
ded to the recent refusal of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States to tranefes the books and papers relating 
to the Government pensioners. The bank direct- | 


ors say the Government had no authority to make || 
This Mr. W. considered another || 


this requisition. 
link in the chain of hostility which had long actu- | 
ated the directors towards the Government. 
bank says the business is of no consequence to 
them. They only withhold the books and papers 
to see that the laws are faithfully erecuted—on them | 
devolved the duty of the President. The requi- | 
sition of the Secretary of War to make these 
transfers did not relate to pensions under the act 
of 1818. It referred to the pay law of 1832. 

‘The requisition to transfer is by a pay law, nota | 
pension law. It only sought to transfer the funds | 
to the banks selected as the public depositories, and | 
it was done by the Secretary of War to avoid the 
embarrassment of transferring funds from the local 
banks to the United States Bank to meet the 
applications there. If the bank wished to promote | 
the good of the country why did they not give up | 
the books and papers? or why not pay the pen- 
sioners? Butthey would do neither; they showed 
a disposition which every man ought to resist. In 
inflicting distress they did not spare the holy rem- 
nant of revolutionary officers; so sweeping were 
their exertions that even the surviving soldiers of 
the war of independence were not spared. In vain 
did those patriots achieve the prize which we are 
now enjoying; in vain did they shed their blood if 
we are to submit to an oligarchy which stands in 
the hall of our independence, if we are to submit 


t] 


simple injunction upon them was, to give him || 


The | 
| ties, then the executive power attaches. Congress 





to rulers who are attempting to oppress us. 

He proposed now to take up and examine the 
resolutions of the gentleman from Kentucky. The 
first relates tothe assumption of political power by 
the President. It charges him with no corruption, 
but rather that he has particular views and opinions 
as to the powers of removal of Executive officers. 
He (Mr. W.) thought that the Senate would ac- 
quiesce in the power of removal, when they were 
confirming or rejecting nominations every day. 
This resolution admits the right of removal, but 
simply charges the President with a usurpation of 

wer. It seemed divisible into two parts: the 

rst referring to Mr. Duane, the second to the 
appointment of Mr. Taney. With regard to the 
former gentieman, there was something so peculiar 
in his situation in reference to the opinions of the 
President, that it was impossible the President 
could retain him, if upon personal considerations 
only. What was Mr. Duane’s situation? He 
came into office holding opinions adverse to the 
President’s. According to his own views, when 
he entered the Cabinet the Chief Magistrate was | 
arbitrary in his acts, surrounded by a cabal; had 
no fixed principles, or if he had any, hecarried out | 
none of them. Under these circumstances he was 
called toa seat in the Cabinet among the President’s 
confidential advisers and counsellors, toaid him in 
administering the affairs of Government;and havin, 
these secret opinions, that everything was poanear 


j 











| ing from corruption, how could they pull together? | 
But this was aoa all. He tells the President, you | 
are governed by no consideration for the public | 
| good—your acts are vile, vindictive, and arbitrary. | 
| Vindictive and arbitrary are his very epithets. | 


| How, then, was it possible that a Secretary of the | 
| Treasury, with these sentiments, could codperate | 
| with the President? 
Yet this was not all. When serious difficulties | 
were likely to arise in the councils of the nation, | 
he promised to resign, and afterwards refused; | 
the promise, when made, he did not expect to be | 
, called on to fulfil, and he determined to remain, to | 
fix on the President the charge of interfering with 


| 
} 
| 


|| the duties of his office.. The President was right, 


therefore, in removing him—he had the power to 
do so by the Constitution and laws; its exercise was 
not dangerous to the liberties of the people; it was 
no assumption of power. The Executive was im- 
| pressed with the conviction that the removal of the 
deposites was ae ane and it was his cps to 
take the step he did. The right of removal of the 
officer was admitted, on the principle that the Pres- 
ident was responsible for the faithful execution of 
thelaws. But it was argued that the Treasury 
was not an executive department, and not under 
the supervision of the President; that the Secretary 


| 
| 


legislative branch of the Government. Now, all | 
the laws which speak of that department, speak of 
it in no other character than as an executive depart- 
ment. The officer, subject to removal by the Pres- 
ident, is a member of the Cabinet surrounding the 
Executive. To be sure, the purse and the finances 
| of the nation are under thecontrol of Congress; but 
when Congress has passed laws and impoved du- | 


_ had passed a law imposing a duty on the Secretary. | 
But the performance of that duty was placed under 
the care of the President. The omission of the 


|| word executive, in the law of ’89, was entirely acci- 
| dental. By turning to the laws passed at the same 


| Congress, it will be found that it was only an omis- 
sion. Mr. W. read from a law of that year, for 
paying the salary of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| **as one of the executive officers of Government.”? | 


| In all the laws on the subject, the Secretary was 
| recognized and called an executive officer. Mr.W. | 
|| here read various passages from the Constitution, 
‘| and Kent’s Commentaries on Americah Law, to 
show that the Executive may require the opinions | 
of either of the heads of departments in writing, | 
and that General Hamilton was called on by Gen- | 


| eral Washington, as an executive officer, to give 
him his opinions. It being an executive depart- 
| ment, then, the President, under his general power 


| and duty to see that the laws are faithfully execu- | : gee ate . 
|| committee to inquire into the expediency of so ex- 


ted, was bound to watch and see the proper time 


| when the removal of the deposites should take 


| place. This constitutional injunction never was to 
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| 


| 





| 


| be suspended, either in time of peace or in rebel- | 


_lion—a general power of supervision was indis- 
| pensable in every well-regulated Government, and 

the injunction to see that the laws were faithfully 
| executed, was connected with his oath of office. 
| In exercising this power, he interfered with no duty 
of another officer. The law had given the Secre- 


time and manner of removal. Suppose Congress 
should adopt the second resolution, and order the 
| restoration of the deposites, and the Secretary 
| should refuse to execute the order, you might im- 
| peach him; but would it be a wise course? When 
| a national calamity was prevailing in the nation, 
| would it be right to wait for a tedious investiga- 


| tion? Every man would call for his removal; and 


| if the President should refuse to remove him, uni- 
versal condemnation would follow the conduct of 


| the President. Swppose it had been absolutely 
| and undeniably necessary to remove the deposites, 


| 


} 
| 


| tary the power to remove, but was silent as to the | 





, and the Secretary had refused: would the President 


| have been justified in not removing him? The 


| President, then, was justifiable in the removal of | 


| Mr. Duawe. Mr. Taney succeeded him; not be- 

cause he moulded his opinions to the will of the 
| President, but because he had given an opinion in 
| favor of the removal, when in another high office | 
under the Government. It was no sudden opinion 
|of his. As early as March last, Mr. Taney was 
| of opinion the deposites ought to be removed, and 
| the bank ought to prepare to wind up its concerns. 
| Mr. Taney catne into office to execute an act upon 
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which his opinion coincided with that of the Pres- 
ident. It was right if the President entertained 
the opinion he did, to select an officer holding his 
opinions. It was no assumption whatever. When 
did a President ever select the head of a department 
not holding his opinions? It was always the right 
of the President to select a person agreeing with 
him; and Mr. Taney came in with honor to exe- 
cute what he had advised to be done. 

Mr. WILKINS, at three o’clock, gave way, 
without concluding, to a motion, by Mr. CLAY, 
to adjourn, but on 

Mr. WEBSTER’S suggestion he withdrew 
the motion. Mr. W. then gave notice that when 
Mr. WILKINS concluded to-morrow, he would 
move to go into the consideration of executive 
business. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 6, 1834. 


On motion of Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
Dorchester, in the State of Massachusetts, a port 


: of delivery. 
_was not responsible to the Executive, but to the | 


On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, 
Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, 


| whose duty it shall be to inquire whether any and 


what steps should be taken on the part of the 


| United States, for ascertaining the true northern 
| boundary of the Chickasaw Indians, between the 


Tennessee and Mississippi rivers; and also the 


' true line between the State of Tennessee and Mis- 
| sissippi; and also into the propriety of delaying 
|| the sales of the public lands in the northern part 


of Mississippi, until the true boundary line be- 
tween the States be ascertained. 


On motion of Mr. S. JONES, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
substituting lead for iron as the material for balls 
for the use of cannon on board our vessels of war 
and batteries on land. 


Mr. BOON reported a bill to remove the United 
States land office from Clinton to Jackson, Indi- 
ana; and 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, a bill to annex part of 
Bridgeton, New Jersey, to the western district of 
Philadelphia; which were both read twice and 
committed. 


PENSION LAWS. 


The order of the day was then declared to be the 
resolution of Mr. Cuitton, to appoint a select 


tending the general pension law as to embrace 
within its provisions those persons who were en- 
gaged in the [ndian wars, down to the year 1794; 
and the amendment of it by Mr. Bouxpiy, to ap- 
point a committee to inquire into the moral effects 
of the pension system upon the community, and 
how far it ought to be abolished or repealed. 


Mr. CHAMBERS, who had the floor from the 
previous day, said that he believed both public 
principle and policy was involved in the present 
question; he, therefore, desired to assign the reasons 
which should govern his vote. Many arguments 
had certainly been adduced in support of the 
extension of the pension system generally, which 
were of more than ordinary interest, and were 
entitled to the grave consideration of the House. 
They had heard during the discussion eloquent 
eulogiums upon the merits, and expressions of 
sympathy for the sufferings, of those engaged in 
those Indian wars, calculated to awaken a strong 
feeling in their behalf. ‘These were of such a char- 
acter as not to be heard with indifference, for they 
were calculated to raise the American character, as 
they brought forth to public notice men previous! 
but little known to fame. He had listened wit 
delight to the panegyrics bestowed by the member 
from Kentucky; yethe felt some regret at the cen- 
sure which he seemed to cast upon Generals Har- 
mar and St. Clair; in their defense, however, he 
thought it only necessary to say that they, not- 
withstanding all their misfortunes and distress, 
continued to retain the confidence of the Father of 
his country’s independence. However he rejoiced 
at the praises thus bestowed » he felt constrained by 








a sense of duty, to oppose their claims to be put || 
on the pension list; for how much or how justly | 


their sympathies might be raised in their favor, he | 
must maintain that such feelings should.not be per- 
mitted to prevail or be exercised in legislation, un- 
less in cases that were clearly on the side of right. | 
This House were guardians of the public treasure, || 
and if they did not strictly regard the right of all 
claims to it, they must be deemed faithless to their 
trust: ifthey did not, what security had thecountry | 
against that extravagance and prodigality which | 
would inevitably prevail, and which at once dis- || 
graced and corrupted theircitizens? Heconsidered _ 
that all claims of this nature ought to be viewed in | 
the nature of a contract made by the soldier with | 
the Government, who, when he got what the Gov- | 
ernment undertook to give him for his services, he | 
could not reasonably complain, unless in peculiar || 
cases of disability, by wounds received whilst em- || 
ployed in the service. So far he would go, but || 
could not go beyond that. Ifthey did, they would || 
increase Se present list, and thus waste the public || 
treasure. Having these views, he could not even || 
vote for the resolution of inquiry, lest from so | 
voting it might be deemed an evidence of his inten- | 
tion to vote for the extension of the system itself, 
and thus he might be charged with raising expect- | 
ations which in all probability would not be real- | 
ized. He could not see how it was possible for | 
them to ascertain the numbers who could—taking | 
for granted the justice of their claims to be placed | 
on the roll—bve considered entitled to this. He 
could not understand the principle upon which it | 
could be maintained that Congress had therightin | 
the case of those persons engaged in the Indian | 
warfare, although it was alleged that Congress, 
having the right to declare war and raise armies, 
the right to grant pensions was to be implied. But 
this power extended only to those soldiers so | 
engaged, in consequence of the terms upon which 
they might be engaged in the service. The, 
instance, then, of the pensions formerly granted || 
to the soldiers of the Revolution ought not to be | 
referred toas a precedent to govern their decision || 
upon this question, but should rather operate as a | 
beacon to warn them of its dangerous conse- | 
quences. The persons engaged in those’ wars were || 
not engaged as the soldiers of the Revolution were, || 
fighting on the side of principle; they fought not || 
for themselves alone, but to give liberty and inde- 
pendence to every American citizen. ‘They fought 
against a foreign Government which aspired to 
govern this exclusively. They fought, too, not 
under leaders‘and banners of their own, but under 
the orders of an organized Government, under pri- | 
vations of no common character, and received for | | 
their services a depreciated currency. 
The officers and soldiers of the Revolution have | 
claims for services which they had rendered with- | 
out pay; they claimed the justice, not the bounty || 
of Congress. Gentlemen of legal ability, in both || 
Houses of Congress, advocated the bill granting || 
pensions to those men, asa compensation for ser- || 
vices, which compensation had been promised and | 
withheld. The claim was both advocated and || 
allowed as a matter of right. Not such was the 
character of the claims now presented. Much as | 
he respected the men who fought after the treaty 
of peace, he must say that they did not presenta 
case which called for the bounty of the Govern- || 
ment. They were paid in good money, dollar || 
for dollar, the whole sum which the Government || 
promised them. They fought, too, not for the | 
independence of the country, for that was secured. || 
It was certainly never apprehended that the In- 
dians would reconquer America. Where would 
the system stop, if we went to the extent pro- 
? Would not the officers and soldiers who 
were engaged in the late war with Great Britain be 
equally well entitled to military rewards? They | 
rendered meritofious services on the land and on 
the sea. Why not go back to the Indian wars 
preceding the Revolution, and pension those who 
were engaged in them, or their surviving repre- 
sentatives? Some of those wars were of an exten- 
sive range, along the whole northern and western 
frontiers. He referred particularly to the wars 
owing out of the war between France and Eng- 
and in 1755. The pioneer settlers and the militia 
who engaged in them, received no compensation 
for their services, though they suffered the greatest 
privations in protecting the frontier settlements. 











| seven or eight thousand. 


| the removal of the deposites. 
| upon by the party leaders, to inflame the minds of 
| the people, and to promote their chances of success 


| behind them at home. 





But they participated in the benefits resulting from || while they are asleepinthetower. He says, too, 


the contests, an 
vices. 


were thus rewarded for their ser- 


of pensioning those who had rendered important 
civil services. But he was not in favor of extend- 


| ing the system; on the contrary, he thought that 
| this was the proper time for 


we fixing its limits ® 
those engaged in the revolutionary contest. Past 


| experience had shown that the estimates of the 


expenditures under this system had always fallen 
short of the real amount. We were told, when 
the present pension act was before the House, 
that the number of applicants would not exceed 
But it appears that the 
number was 30,625. He went into some state- 
ments of the sums which the pension system had 
cost us—amounting, altogether, to twenty-six mil- 
lions of dollars. 

The state of the Treasury would not warrant an | 
extension of the system. The present Adminis- 
tration came into power upon the principle of re- 
trenchment; but it had gone on increasing the ex- | 
penses instead of reducing them. The Secretar 
of the Treasury now cautions us to be economical, 
least we should exceed the means of the Govern- 
ment. 
would ot exceed the necessary expenses of the 
Government. | 

Here Mr. C. was obliged to suspend his remarks 
on account of the expiration of the hour. 


REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the deposites to the Committee of 


| Ways and Means—the question being on the 


amendment submitted by Mr. Jones, as anamend- 
ment to that previously submitted by Mr. Mc- 
Durrie, viz: to add to the motion for reference the 
following instructions to that committee: ‘* Inquire 
‘into the expediency of depositing the revenue 
* hereafter collected in the State banks in the dif- 
‘ ferent States where the same is collected, in pro- 
‘ portion to their respective capitals paid in, and to 
‘ prescribe the terms on which the same shall be 
‘ deposited, and to report by bill or otherwise.”’ 
Mr. PEYTON resumed his remarks. Every 
one (he said) must be aware that the present ex- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


He could not see any reason why the sys- | 
_ tem should be confined to military services. If we 
| went on, we should find strong arguments in favor 


' 
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that the acts of the President would have caused 
rebellion in the subjects of a King. What was 
there of torturing jealousy or mad ambition in the 
bosom of the President which would make the 
allusion to Richard applicable to him? What 
more had the President to hope, wish, or expect, 
from his country than he had already obtained ? 
W hat personal feeling or advantage was to accrue 
to him from the removal of the deposites? By 
that act Andrew Jackson had won for himself im- 
mortal honor. His open and manly features would 
live in monumental marble long after the gentlemen 
= assailed him should moulder in common 
earth. 

The wit of the gentleman from South Carolina 
all runs along the Hudson, and hovers about the 
vicinity of Kinderhook. It was useless to be so 


_much disturbed about the Dutchmen, for they 


| were too 


|| new thing under the sun. 


not have got his prize. 
| the anecdote 
‘The revenue expected for the next year || 


citement against the President did not grow out of || 


That act was seized 


in the deep gameithey were playing. The party 
was led by some of the highest order of talent, 


| who were united by the common tie of disappoint- 


ed ambition. One obstacle stood in their way—a | 
man of stern integrity and inflexible patriotism 
stood as a pillar of the State. That pillar was to 
be overthrown, not by the removal of the depos- 


| ites, but by a continued and organized system of 


slander and abuse and agitation. All efforts were | 
directed to one object—to hold up the President as | 
a tyrant, to resist whom will be patriotism. 
We are taunted asa drilled majority. When 
gentlemen talk of the exercise of majority-powers 
they certainly forget examples which they left 
Where has the majority- 
a fallen, in this country, with the heaviest 
and? Where have patriots of the Revolution, 
and thousands of worthy and estimable citizens, | 
been disfranchised and debarred from all the priv- | 
ileges of citizenship, for opinion’s sake? It was | 
in that State where the majority imposed upon | 
every citizen the test oath. A dark cloud lowers | 
over our horizon, and we hear the muttering of | 
distant thunder. Where was the bolt to fall? He | 
would like to know one thing. If, in the coming | 
storm, the Administration and its friends should | 
be overwhelmed and destroyed, into whose hands | 
would the Government fell? We would be left | 
without one, he supposed. Upon which of the | 
opposing factions would the power fall? Which | 
would say to the other, Be yours the profit, and | 
mine the revenge? 
The gentleman from South Carolina is disturbed 


by frightful images of treachery and asubler. | 


The idea of the President brings to his imagina- | 
tian everything frightful which he has read of in 


hlegmatic to be at all disturbed them- 
ut the gentleman’s fancy has found a 
He has found a Dutch 
nullifier—a being that was never before heard of 
in the world. Had thegentleman made the tickets 
for the wheel scene in 1824, the Dutchman would 
Mr. P. went on to turn 
ainst its author, but his remarks 
were indistinctly heard by the reporter. 

Those who had been opposed to the bank on 
constitutional grounds, had now got rid of their 
constitutional objections. The President, they 
said, had done wrong, and this was a sufficient 
reason for them to abandon their constitutional 
objections toa bank. But there was at least one 
member from Georgia whose conscience could not 
be quieted by this panacea. How could those 
gentlemen drop so suddenty all their constitutional 
principles, because one man in the nation had, in 
their opinion, done wrong? 

Mr. P. here adverted to the conduct of the bank 
in withholding the pension fund. Was ita iegis- 


selves. 


| lative, judicial, or executive duty, he asked, to 


collect money according to law, and to disburse it 
according to law? But the bank says it will lock 
in the iron jaws of its vaults the little pittance 
granted by the Government for the war-worn 
veterans of the Revolution; and if either House 


|| of Congress sustains the bank, the money must 
/remain forever in the vaults of the bank. 


He 
denounced this act of the bank as the greatest 


outrage upon law und public opinion that was 


| ever heard of. 


But it was said that the Secretary of the Treas- 


_ury ought not to act upon his own reasons, but 


upon those of his opponents, who think differently 


| from him. This point Mr. P. remarked upon at 


some length. He eulogized the firmness and dis- 
interestedness manifested in the course of Mr. 


| Taney on this subject; yet it was said that the 


Secretary had nothing more to do with the act 
than the iron pen with which he signed theorder, 
or than the hangman has with an execution. Why, 
then, was Mr. Taney abused for the act? What 
was the Secretary to do? There were some 
grounds necessary for the measure. The directors 
were appointed by the President and Senate. But 
that guard had been brokendown. The Govern- 


| ment directors were spurned as spies and inform- 


| 
| 
| 


ers. The gentleman from South Carolina says 
that the duty of the Government directors was to 
assist in increasing the profits of the bank, and 
that there their duty wastostop. They tell about 
the deposites and the safety of the institution. He 
would rather that the whole public treasure were 
deposited in the ocean, than that the use made of 
it by the bank should be tolerated. Write me, 
says the bank, one hundred thousand libels against 
the President, and we will pay you one hundred 
thousand dollars. Was the Sereary to acqui- 
esce in such abuses? 

He next referred to the singular restriction of 
the administration of the bank affairs by its ex- 
change committee. Mr. Sergeant had oniy to 
say, “Let 50,000 copies of such a work be 
printed,”’ and Mr. Biddle, * Let all (as many as 
are required to forward our interest) be pub- 
lished.’’ And this is the very responsible way 
by which the people’s money goes. 

In concluding, Mr. P. referred to the threadbare 
charge against the President, of his being a mili- 


history. He pictures the President as a Richard, || tary man. Yes, he is a military man; and thank 
murdering his helpless and infant competitors || Heaven we have such a military man to stand at 
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this time in the breach; one who has yy been 
found ready and able to stand in the breach, 
between the nation and the nation’s foe, when- 
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ever stern necessity demanded. He stood in the | 
breach when he fought the battles of his country; | 
when he overpowered the [ndian amid his scalp- | 


ing warfare, and firmly on his eword when 
assailed by a foreign foe. 

stood in the breach, and amid the wild torrent of 
the country’s confusion, said * Peace!’’ and to the 


ie it was who then || 


raging tumult * be atill!’’ Who could now revert | 


to the period when our cities were in flames, when 


the foe had penetrated into the heart of the land, || 


and plunged the reeking dagger in the bleeding 
bosoms of the country—who could look on that 
period when the enem 
the dogs of war,’’ and not recognize and recollect 


‘cried havoc, and let slip | 


the arm that then interposed in the breach to save | 


the nation from plunder and the land from being 


enslaved? Shall he be thus subjected to abuse, for | 
whom every heart — with grateful remem- | 
0 


brances; for whom 


nfires blazed from North to | 


South; for whom feasts in various cities were gen- | 


erously spread; for whom the chivalrous, grateful, 


and patriotic feelings of every individual breathing || 
the spirit of American freedom—for whom even || 
the Legislatures of the States and the Legislature | 


of the Union expressed their heartfelt generosity of 
ardent valor; shall he who thus stood in the breach 


| of the United States. 


to redeem the nation’s glory, and thus gained the | 


nation’s gratitude, shall he be stigmatized as being 
a military man? 


once in the field; he had again stood in the breach | 


to save her in the Cabinet. 

Mr. WISE then rose and addressed the House 
on the subject. 

Mr. BOULDIN took the floor, and expressed a 
desire to be heard on this question, and asked the | 


House the indulgence of an adjournment, the hour | 


then being twenty minutes past three. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY demanded the yeas and 
ae on the motion, and they were ordered. 


he question being taken by yeas and nays, it || gave notice that heshould, on Monday, at an earl 
was decided ‘in the affirmative by a vote of 113 to | h 


103. 
The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Farivar, February 7, 1834. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on |! 
Public Lands, reported a bill compensating in land || resolution; which lies one day on the table: 


General Philemon Thomas, for services rendered | 
by him in West Florida. 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
for the benefit of South Hanover college, to enable 


of deaf and dumb persons. 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill relative to school lands for the ben- | 
efit of the State of Ohio, without amendment. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the | 
clerks in the navy-yards at Brooklyn, New York, | 
praying additional compensation for their services. | 





| 
} 


} 


1) 


| 


{ 
' 


|| the use of this House, one thousand additional 
|| copies of the rules and regulations for the gov- 
reported a bill, with an amendment, granting lands || 


|| gress by the President on the 23d of December, 
the trustees to establish a school for the education || 1833. 


| 


| viding a suitable building in the city of Charleston 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the resolutions || 


of the Legislature of New York, relative to the re- | 


moval of the deposites, were taken up, and Mr. W. || 


then moved that the resolutions be referred to the | court of the United States, where rights claimed 


| under patents issued under the laws of the United 
States shall come in question, the right to a writ 
|| of error, or an appeal when the amount in contro- 


Committee on Finance and printed; which was so | 
ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a re- | 
port from the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund; 
which was read. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial and | 
a series of resolutions from the manufacturers, me- | 
chanics, and laborers of the Second Ward in the 
city of New York, condemning the course of the 
Administration in removing the deposites from the 
Bank of the United States, and ascribing to that 
fact the present pecuniary distress of the coun- 


olutions were read, and afterwards, on his motion, 
ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, they were 


referred to the Committee on Finance. | 
Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Post || steamboat. 


|| exceed $500. | 


| Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


ry. : | Thomas Bull; which was read twice and com- 
On Mr. CLAY'S motion, the memorial and res- || 


| 
i} 
' 
| 


| Office and Post Roads, reported a bill, with an 


|| that that House had receded from its amendment 
He has stood in the breach to save the country || 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 


; } | district attorney. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 


Feb. 7, 











The bill was twice read, and, 
ans for the relief of John Campbell and On See « mt ae ordered to be en- 
William Johnson. and read a third time to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the resolution offered | Mr. HUBBARD, from the select committee on 
by him some time ago, extending the time for || the militia, reported a resolution referring to that 
paying revenue bonds, in order to afford the com- || committee the militia returns for the last year, 
mercial community relief, taken up. | transmitted tothe House from the President of the 

The resolution was distuesed at length, until United States. 
| 


. : , 
f8ur o’clock, when it was laid on the table. THE PENSION LAWS. 


The following resolutions were submitted: The order of the day was then declared to be 

By Mr. POINDEXTER: ; the resolution of Mr. CuitTon to appoint a select 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed |! committee to inquire into the expediency of so 
to communicate to the Senate the settlement of the extending the general pension law as to embrace 
accounts of William Thorp, late sutler in the || within its provisions those persons who were 
army of the United States, made in pursuance of engaged in the Indian wars, down to the year 
** An act for the relief of William Thorp,” passed || 1794; and the amendment to it by Mr. Boutpiw 
on the 22d day of May, 1826, specifying the items || to appoint a committee to inquire into the moral 
in said accounts which have been disallowed, and || egects of the pension system upon the com- 
the grounds on which they were rejected by the || munity, and how far it ought to be abolished or 
accounting officers, and also whether, in his opin- repealed 
ion, any further legislation is necessary to the final Mr. CHAMBERS, of Pennsylvania, continued 
settlement of said accounts on principles of equity || his remarks on the subject—arguing the imprac- 
and justice. ticability of appropriating any fund, or any part 

By Mr. WEBSTER: of the revenues of the United States to the pur- 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be || pose specified in the resolution of the gentleman 
instructed to inquire into the probable effect of the || from Kentucky. To prove this, he entered into 
present state of commercial affairs on the revenue || a statistical survey of the revenue, as stated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury in his message this 
session—remarking on that part of it which dep- 
recales any unnecessary appropriation of the 
surplus funds of the past year, as it was appre- 
hended that the receipts would be less for the year 
1834 than for 1833. He also remarked on the 
ate adjourn, it will adjourn until Monday next; || phrase of the Secretary that ‘‘ no serious diminu- 
which was agreed to. tion is, however, apprehended.”” Mr. C. thinks 

Mr. WEBSTER suggested the propriety, after || that if the present pecuniary pasarnen prevails 
the morning business of Monday was over, that || longer, it will have the effect of leaving merchants 
the Senate should go into Executive business, if || in such an embarrassed condition that they would 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, ener cians || have no facilities to make purchases, nor to send 
who had the floor upon the deposite question, had || to Europe for merchandize, whereon revenue may 
no objection. be raised. What money they may possess, they 

Mr. WILKINS not objecting, Mr. WEBSTER || will in all probability lay out in internal manage- 
ment, considering the adventitious value which 
money must have, from the pressure on monetary 
concerns. This will therefore produce a sensible 
diminution in the revenue, which will fall short of 
the receipts contemplated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, fifteen millions receipts of duties, and 
three millions from public lands. Indeed, if the 
distress is continued, if some safety or stability is 
not given to the currency of the country, it will 
be immaterial where the public deposites shall be 
placed. : 

With regard to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, concerning an inquiry into the 
moral effect of the pension system; frauds, im- 
position, and false swearing, undoubtedly exist in 
the enlargement of the pension rolls, owing to the 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by Mr. Frank, its Clerk, stating | 


to the appropriation bill. ‘ 
Mr. CHAMBERS moved that when the Sen- 





our, move that the Senate proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. MANGUM, 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fray, February 7, 1834. 
Mr. C. P. WHITE submitted the following 





Resolved, That the Clerk cause-to be printed, for 


ernment of the Navy, as communicated to Con- 


cupidity or the love of money of many who may 
be indigent or indolent. That the pension laws 
should have produced fraud and falsehood was to 
be expected or apprehended; not merely in the 
poem who may be more immediately benefited 


On motion of Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolina, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 


in which to hold the Federal Court for the district 


y the fraud, but even by others who may be 
of South Carolina, and of allowing a salary to the 


instrumental in the imposition, by giving their 
testimony; for such is the infirmity of human 
nature, that the fading memory of the veterans may 
unwillingly or unknowingly falsify the circum- 
stances which they testify. The number of names 
at present on the pension roll proves that fraud of 
an extensive kind must necessarily exist. Accord- 
ing to censuses taken, [which the gentleman 
quoted,} the whole number of persons in the Uni- 
| ted States, between the ages of 70 and 80, were 
| in one instance 50,000; and in another (the last 
census) 57,000. Now, makiag the proper draw- 
’ backs on this number for persons Ao could not 
The SPEAKER communicated to the House || possibly have been in the war—such as emigrants, 
the annual report of the commissioners of the |, &c.—the reasonable number remaining of persons 
sinking fand; which was referred to the Com- || over the age of 70, who might be supposed to 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be || have been engaged as soldiers in the revolutionary 


On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending to parties in suits commenced in the circuit 


versy, or the judgment recorded in said court, shall 


printed. 


! war, would be only about 12,000. Yetare there 
Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on 


now 47,000 pensioners on the public bounty. An 
inquiry into such a state of things is evidently 
required. He thinks that the Secretary of War 
mitted. if ; ought to be required to make some investigation 
Mr. POLK, from the same committee, reported || into these impositions on the pension roll, and 
a bill exempting from duty a quantity of iron to | have them rectified. 
be imported by Mr. Lamar, of Georgia, for the Mr. WILDE rose to make a suggestion to bring 
purpose of making the experiment of an iron || this discussion to a definite termination as soon as 
possible. The business of the House is impeded 
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